BUTTERFLY 208 – KENYA 2006

CONFERENCE  CALL #1
	1
	General Greetings & Roll call



	2
	Logistics Update

a) Website:  

· Feel free to contribute / ask questions on the discussion board
· Passport details, Immunization form, & waiver are posted in the documents section
· Flight info is also posted FYI

· If you have trouble let me know – I can print the information and mail to your home 

b) The forms in the document section are due at YCI in Toronto on Friday, August 4th


	3
	Pre-departure Schedule

· Official launch of the program is 5:00pm, Tuesday August 22nd at the University of Ottawa Residences, 90 University St., Ottawa.
· Pre-departure will be on Tuesday and Wednesday, August 22nd & 23rd
· Detailed schedule to be posted on the website




	4
	Kenya Schedule & Highlights

· Main elements include a first weekend in Nairobi of orientation and project visits; the following week in Mombassa volunteering at an orphanage; culminating with a safari in Tsavo National Park

· We will meet with our Kenya youth counterparts in Mombassa

· Kenya portion of trip will be between Thursday, August 24 and Monday September 4th.

· Schedule to be posted shortly on the website



	5
	“Who am I” package to be shared with Kenyan youth

· Canadian participants are requested to prepare a small ‘show-n’tell’ type package to share with our Kenyan counterparts that will join us in Mombassa

· This package can contain photos, personal memorabilia, and other items that give a sense of what your life is like in Canada

· Kenyan youth will do the same, and share with us – we will pair off and share in groups of two to introduce ourselves


	6
	Youth Ambassador Roles & Responsibilities
· We will serve as Canadian ambassadors in Kenya, and have opportunities upon our return to share our experience publicly through a variety of media

· The return portion will be co-ordinated through Carmela at CIDA and Erin at YCI




	7
	Packing Tips

a) Three general tips to get you started:

· The norm in Kenya is to dress up, particularly for project visits.  Men typically wear long pants and a button shirt (often short sleeved); women wear skirts that cover the knees, and tops that cover the shoulders.  Sandals are acceptable, but more so are dress shoes if you can bring them.  There will be times – such as on safari – that we can dress more casually – but ensure to have at least one nice set of clothes that you can wear for special events and visits:  there will be as many as ten occasions that would be appropriate to dress up.  Check in the photos section for an example of appropriate attire.
· Don’t bring anything that you couldn’t live without if it didn’t return home with you.  Things get dirty & dusty, lost, and in worst cases, stolen.  Remember that as a group of tourists we will stick out, and valuable items that we carry around with us (i.e.:  electronics, jewellery, trendy clothes) tend to draw unwanted attention.  Pack smart and consider what you can do without for the short period of time that we will be abroad.  Bring a money-belt if you have one.  

· Pack Light.  Start collecting ‘minis’: mini toothbrushes & toiletries, games – if you plan to bring them, and any electronics that you do bring, think small (radio, camera).  Think of double-uses for your gear (i.e.: sandals can be worn formally as well as informally; a pillow is not necessary, but you could bring a pillow case).  You should be able to carry with you – in one trip – everything that you pack.  Further, we are expecting that everyone should be able to fit all their gear in one checked piece of luggage; we expect to have other group items to check in with us that may need to count as your second piece of luggage.  
b) Also remember that it will be hot:  ensure to pack items to protect from the sun such as sunscreen, sunglasses, a protective hat, and light clothing.

c) A step-by-step packing list will be posted to the website.



	8
	Questions; Other agenda Items



	9
	Next Steps:  Upcoming deadline; Next Conference Call

· All the forms from the website need to arrive at the YCI office by Friday, August 4th.  If you cannot meet this deadline please let me know.

· The next conference call will be on Monday, August 14th at 3:00pm Eastern Time (Ottawa) / 12:00pm (noon) Pacific Time (Vancouver):  Please let me know if you will be unavailable to take the call.



