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One World Youth Project

www.oneworldyouthproject.org
Project Ambassador Application 
Applications due JUNE 5TH 2006
What we do:

One World Youth Project is a global sister-school initiative, which connects middle and high schools in the United States with schools from around the world together in learning partnerships that emphasize cultural exchange, youth leadership, and community service. In addition to experiencing cultural exchange through internet message-board communication, pen pal letters, film, and monthly curriculum, youth also work directly with their sister-school on the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. Each sister-school pair chooses one of the goals to focus on and then over the course of the year designs and implements a collaborative service project that helps to meet this goal.

Who we are:

One World Youth Project is entirely run and operated by university-aged young people, called Project Ambassadors.  We are not an organization under the umbrella of a larger NGO, business, or network.  We were founded two years ago by a then eighteen year-old and we continue to operate entirely thanks to a volunteer staff of twelve young people.  

What we are looking for:

Every year One World Youth Project holds an open application process for new Project Ambassadors.  Project Ambassadors act as the core leadership of One World Youth Project –we do everything from respond to emails from youth involved in the project to traveling to Uganda to work with youth on UN Millennium Development Goals. In general, we work with middle or high school age youth, write curriculum, film short documentaries, fundraise to keep our organization afloat, teach youth around the world about the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, help design programs that empower youth to construct and implement service projects, and work on general infrastructure maintenance within the organization.  It’s a team effort.  We are One World Youth Project –there is no fall back organization or committee.  It’s a lot of responsibility –but it’s also extremely exciting, fulfilling, educational, and immensely rewarding.  On a weekly/monthly basis, we are tangibly making a difference in the lives of young people around the globe –that’s not a cliché, it’s a fact… a fact that took us a while to fully recognize and absorb.  One World Youth Project is here to stay, but we also need to expand our network of Project Ambassadors and accept new leadership into our organization. Last year we accepted two new Project Ambassadors and we hope to accept several more this year. We hope you may consider applying!
We are looking for:
Young people ages 18 to 23, male or female, of any nationality/citizenship.

We are looking for young people who are: 
-organized
-creative

-passionate and dedicated

-interested in international issues, humanitarian, and/or environmental work

-interested in learning about different cultures from around the world and helping others learn about these issues

-interested in working with youth

Please note on your application if you possess any of the skills below:

-film editing/media interest and/or training

-public speaking ability
-work well with children

-travel well

-fundraising experience

What you would gain from being a Project Ambassador:

-business skills that will help with future employment/internship opportunities/goals

-extensive knowledge of how a non-profit organization operates

-a network of supportive friends/colleagues

-the rewarding experience of helping young people create positive change in their communities and impact their future

-exciting and fun experiences (potentially taking place around the globe)
-community… you will be an integral part of the One World Youth Project community (currently consisting of: over 30 teachers, 1000 students, 12 Project Ambassadors, and countless supporters)
GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

The Project: One World Youth Project is a unique global sister-school initiative for middle and high school students, linking school groups in the United States with youth groups from around the world together in learning partnerships.  The Project builds and connects communities of youth action through cultural understanding, youth leadership training, and community service.  One World Youth Project is a non-profit 501[c]3.    

One World Youth Project is entirely run and operated by young people called Project Ambassadors.  Currently there are Project Ambassadors from the United States, India, Morocco, and Ethiopia.  
Who is involved: During the 2005/2006 school year we matched 30 schools together from 17 countries and 11 U.S. states.

The Program: One World Youth Project reflects both cultural exchange and community service with a focus on the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.  Throughout the year, students both examine their own culture and get to know the young people and community of their sister-school/group through web-based communication tools, free curriculum, cultural exchange packages, and other activities.  One World Youth Project also travels to school locations to help students film a documentary about their community to exchange with their sister-school overseas.  

The Project recognizes that just talking and exchanging ideas is not enough.  In order to effect change, we must also help students use their new found understanding to take positive action.  Therefore, students learn about the UN Millennium Development Goals using free curriculum resources and ultimately work together in collaboration with their sister-school to design and implement a service project that helps meet one (or several) of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.

Our objective is to inspire youth leadership by allowing young people the time and space to practice it.  The hope is that the Project creates pockets of strong youth leaders around the world who can help build communities of youth action in their local region as well as continue to remain in contact with their partner school, thus building an active, international youth network. 

www.oneworldyouthproject.org

One World Youth Project has three main components: cultural exchange, youth leadership, and community service

Cultural Exchange

Year-long monthly cultural exchange curriculum: every month youth select from a number of mini-project options that help them examine their own culture as well as learn about the culture of their sister-school.  The first Friday of every month we ask that their response(s) be submitted to One World Youth Project. We then post these responses on the website under “Student Work”.  On the second Friday of every month students are be able to view the responses from youth around the world, including the responses of their sister-school!

Internet message-board: through the message-board, youth can communicate freely with their sister-school as well as with all the other schools/groups participating.  An Internet message-board is a virtual bulletin-board where students can write and post comments as well as respond to each other’s messages.  

Sister-Pair Journals: each sister-school/group pair receives their own “blog” through the website.  A “blog” is a journal on the internet where one can write and post text to be read.  Youth are able to have open-ended discussions with their sister-school using these blogs.  We hope this tool helps facilitate collaboration on the community service projects. 

Featured Guest:  Every month the One World Youth Project website features a special guest.  Guests might include: officials from the United Nations, celebrities who are making a difference, or other social activists.  Youth participants can submit questions to be asked of the featured guest!

Pen pals: One World Youth Project helps facilitate initial pen pal letter arrangements in order to encourage letter correspondence, which will enrich the experience for groups who do not have readily available internet access.

Cultural Exchange Box: Each school assembles a cultural exchange box filled with items they feel represent their community and culture.  This box is delivered to their sister-school overseas, and they will also receive a box in return. 
Documentary film: One World Youth Project tries to help each new schools/group film a documentary about their community and culture to exchange with their sister-school/group overseas. 

Journey page: Over the past two years Project Ambassadors have visited almost every school and youth group involved in One World Youth Project.  We plan to document next year’s journey on the website once again!  Youth from all the participating schools/groups will be able to follow along and learn about different cultures and ways of life around the world!

Youth Leadership

Leadership workshops: Project Ambassadors teach leadership workshops when visiting schools/groups.  

Declarations: Each new group/school is asked to write a declaration to the United Nations.  All continuing schools/groups are given the option to draft a new declaration or adapt their previous version.  This past year all the declarations were presented at the UN Headquarters in New York City in August 2005. 
Community Service

United Nations Millennium Development Goal Focus (UN MDGs): With only 10 years until the UN MDGs are supposed to be achieved, One World Youth Project feels it is very important to inspire youth to take positive action toward these goals.  In our program, each month of the school year represents one of the UN MDGs, November representing UN MDG 1 and so on.  Each sister-school pair is assigned a goal at the beginning of the year. When each school’s goal comes around in the year, it is their job to educate the rest of the project participants about this goal.  For instance the school/group is asked to submit a writing segment about the goal and an artistic representation of the goal. These items are posted on the website, thus helping other youth better understand the featured UN MDG.  One World Youth Project provides curriculum for each goal, which helps students better understand the UN Millennium Development Goals and how they relate to their local community.

United Nations Millennium Development Goals

The Millennium Development Goals summarize the objectives agreed upon at the 1990s international conferences and world summits. In September 2000, world leaders distilled the key goals and targets in the Millennium Declaration.  Based on the declaration, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) worked to write a concise set of goals, numerical targets and quantifiable indicators to assess progress. This new set is what you see below.  It includes eight goals that the United Nations hopes to achieve by 2015.  Many countries have signed on and great progress has been made, but there is still more work to be done.  Only together can we meet these goals.  With One World Youth Project we have an opportunity to help make them a reality!

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education  

3. Promote gender equality and empower women  

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global partnership for development 

Community Service Project: Each school/group is asked to work together with their sister-school to take positive action on their assigned UN Millennium Development Goal.  It is completely up to the youth participants and their group leader to decide when and how to design and implement their service project.  They can use the Sister-Pair Journal tool or letter writing to communicate with their sister-school about collaboration. 

Application

General Information

Name:

Gender:

Date of birth:

Current country of residency:

Country of birth/citizenship:

Mailing address:

Email address:

Phone number(s):

School and/or place of employment:

Supplementary Materials

Please include one photo of yourself (required).  You may also include any other supporting materials you feel are pertinent (optional).

Essays
Part I. Describe your past experience with youth leadership, cultural exchange, education, or community service? Please be specific.  Mention any other organizations, conferences, or events you have been involved with and describe your role in each.  [half page or more]

Part II. What inspires you to be involved in these issues? Why do you feel it’s important? What interests you in One World Youth Project? [half page or more]

Part III. Describe yourself as a leader. What are your strengths? What are your weaknesses? What are your skills (ie: are you interested in film, do you often mentor younger children, are you are great organizer, etc.)? [half page or more]

Part IV. Most Project Ambassadors are also full time students.  We balance our school work, extra-curriculars, and project work on a weekly basis.  Sometimes it is challenging, but it is always rewarding!  What is your time and schedule like?  How would you balance these responsibilities? [half page]

Part V. Is there anything else we should know about you?


Send applications to

web@oneworldyouthproject.org 

or

One World Youth Project

P.O. Box 1315 

Marstons Mills, Massachusetts, USA 02635










For more information


� HYPERLINK "http://www.oneworldyouthproject.org" ��www.oneworldyouthproject.org�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@oneworldyouthproject.org" ��info@oneworldyouthproject.org�


1-508-428-8460





For questions regarding the application:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Jessica@oneworldyouthproject.org" ��Jessica@oneworldyouthproject.org� 
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