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Purpose:
To stimulate awareness, and encourage debate on issues relating to conservation and environmental protection, such as recycling and climate change, amongst organizations within the local area, especially those dealing with young people. 

It is intended that these objectives will be met through the staging of a Question Time style panel discussion on the repercussions, and possible ways of dealing with the effects, of climate change, destruction of natural habitats and other relevant issues. Convened by a committee of students from a local college, and Southampton City Youth Parliament (SCYP), the event will look at these factors within a global/national context, as well as at a much more local level, especially within schools and community groups in the city and region. 
Panel
The panel will be composed of a range of diverse, and it is hoped, influential, individuals drawn from a variety of fields including local and national politics, activism, science, youth-based work, and education, whom will be invited to voice their views on, and work relating to, these issues and their effects.
We envision that such a panel will be made up of six individuals, although obviously the final makeup will depend largely on availability and suitability of the speakers.

These will hopefully include:

· A local public figure, city councillor 
· National figure, e.g. MP, MEP etc
· Representative from a scientific/academic background (e.g. representative of National Environmental Research Council)
· A representative of the youth of Southampton, e.g. Southampton Youth Parliament

· A local activist, e.g. from Southampton Friends of The Earth Group

· A local business representative, journalist, or alternately, a student from a local University/College, e.g. a representative of one of People & Planet’s local groups.
Audience

In addition to these panellists, who will respond to pre-arranged questions, as well as being given time to answer and discuss questions from the floor, the audience will be made up of:

· Parents and students at King Edward VI School (The organizers) and other local schools

· Councillors, members, and individuals working with Southampton City council  
· Members and supporters of local campaigning groups such as Make Poverty History and Friends of the Earth.

· Members and supporters of Southampton City Youth Parliament (SCYP)
· Invited press and journalists

The estimated number of participants in this event, therefore, will fall between 100-800 people, with more specific details of the audience’s size and makeup supplied to guest speakers as it becomes available. 
Venue

The venue must be capable of accommodating approx. 200-500 attendees, depending on the eventual number to be confirmed closer to the date. Ample public transport links/parking should be close by, and the location itself should be preferably within a central location in the city. Facilities for use of attendees including toilets are essential, as is a basic sound, and to a lesser extent, lighting system. A capacity to provide simple refreshments such as tea/coffee would also be helpful.
Date
While certainly not political in nature, nor a debate, but rather an open discussion, we recognize that an event concerning issues of local concern is likely to attract significant interest from influential figures in the area, and thus the event’s timing on a Friday evening is intended to accommodate those with limited availability during the week, without impeding upon their weekend activities. In order to give special guests, particularly panel members, time to plan, respond to invitations and hopefully secure their presence, we envision the event taking place towards the end of June 2006, with a venue and definite date fixed by early May, with the event itself taking place between approx 6:30-9:30pm on a Friday Evening. 
Agenda
The panel discussion itself will be split into two equal sessions, each 45 minutes long, with a break for informal discussion and coffee between the guests, organizers and panellists, before, between, and after the end of the sessions. These breaks are intended to build upon the more formal sessions by providing an opportunity for guests to meet, discuss further any thoughts and ideas provoked by the panellists and the ensuing questions, and to build links and contacts for future work on these concerns. 

Likely Agenda

6:30
Doors open – Information tables from each of the organizations present will be available for them to distribute literature, information about what they do etc.
7:00
Opening Remarks, given by representative of the organizers, introducing speakers, welcoming guests and briefly outlining the agenda. 
7:05
First panel discussion; focus on wider issues at a global and national level

7:50
15 minute break for refreshments, informal discussions etc.
8:05
Second panel debate, focus on more specific challenges, opportunities and potential solutions within the city and region.
8:50
End of the panel debate. Further opportunities to talk privately to the panelists and other audience members, arranging follow-ups, outstanding issues/concerns raised during discussions etc. 

9:30
Good-byes
The Sessions

The sessions will be divided between the panellists’ pre-prepared responses to questions set by the organizers (which will be sent out to participants at least two weeks in advance), lasting approximately 20 minutes in total.

This will then be followed by an open discussion lasting 25 minutes, which will include questions from audience members to panellists, as well as the opportunity for audience members to themselves input into the discussion.

It should be noted that these sessions are discussions, rather than debates, and so the panellist’s responses should be focussed primarily towards a neutral audience, rather than each other. 

Rather than a competition between the panellists, it is intended that an atmosphere of cooperative and open-minded discussion towards a consensus will be achieved, and the mediator of these discussions, will seek to ensure that this is the case.

Organization

Responsibility for organizing this event will be undertaken by a 5 person committee formed by students who attend King Edward VI School who have taken a lead within their school in promoting the implementation of sustainable practices such as recycling and more generally, raising awareness of issues of sustainability, alongside involvement outside of the school in organizations such as SCYP, Amnesty International and Oxfam. They now, however, recognize that in order to expand the scope of what they have achieved, it is necessary to include, and work with groups across the city, and indeed region, as a whole, outside of the confines of their school. 
It is hoped that the event itself will be carried out with the full support of a range of local groups involving young people, including SCYP. Further support is also anticipated from local schools and religious organizations, People & Planet, a national network of student campaigning groups on global issues of which this events organizers are members, as well as NGOs such as Friends of the Earth, both at a local and national level. The National Environmental Research Council has, at this stage, also offered their expertise and support on a preliminary basis.
