Concept Paper (Draft)
“Youth Actions towards Social Change and Ending Elite Rule”

Rationale

After three EDSAs, the implementation of the 12% R-VAT, and the horrifying stampede at the Ultra which claimed 79 lives mostly from the poorest sections of Metro Manila and adjacent provinces; a large percentage of the Filipino populace are finding it more difficult to believe that there’s still hope for them and that they can still get out from the quagmire of poverty.
In fact, recent surveys prove that more than half of Filipinos agree that the times are hard and survival for them and their families is becoming a harder challenge.  Further, they understand that the present GMA administration is the first to blame, and second to PGMA is every other politician who has been using them to claim and use power and position in government for their own needs and greed.
Thus, campaigns and actions leading to the deepening analysis of Filipinos on the reasons for their continued impoverishment and hopelessness become evident and necessary. The youth – which has periodically led the country in majority of its struggles such as the war for independence against Spanish colonization waged by the Katipunan, the anti-dictatorship movement led by the First Quarter Storm youth leaders and organizations, and the large contingents of youth which precipitated Edsa II – is again at the forefront of the current struggle.  Ironically, it is now the junior and young officers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines who have taken a significant role in the present political crisis.

Questions on the role of the youth in the present political conjuncture are therefore raised, as follows:

· What is the analysis of majority of the Filipino youth on the present political crisis, specifically on the continued stay in power of the illegitimate government of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and the failed attempts of the elite opposition to steal power?
· What is the perception of the Filipino youth on the solutions being offered by the elite such as charter change, shift to parliamentary form of government, etc. versus the transitional revolutionary government proposal propagated by a wide range of progressive forces including grassroots organizations and the military rebels?
· What is the position of a greater number of the Filipino youth on the TRG proposal and the role it can play in this proposal?

· What actions can the youth undertake to campaign towards ending elite rule and social change in general, and a Transitional Revolutionary Government in particular? 

Objectives

It specifically aims to:
· Provide a center for youth initiatives such as discussions, analyses, and actions aimed at presenting genuine alternatives to the country’s problems, specifically the TRG proposal as solution to the present political crisis;

· Launch a campaign on the TRG and post-GMA proposals involving a greater number of the Filipino youth, most importantly the non-aligned youth leaders and individuals; and
· Formulate a youth platform which reflect the different issues and concerns of the sector and become part of the comprehensive platform of the Transitional Revolutionary Government. 

Target Audience
The target membership of the youth movement include but are not limited to the following:
· Individual leaders of youth and students organizations/networks involved in different campaigns to analyze and provide solutions to the present political crisis;

· Youth and student organizations and alliances which cater  to different youth issues as well as national and local issues and campaigns;

· Organizations and leaders of young professionals, workers and entrepreneurs engaged in any campaign or activity towards youth and societal issues; and

· Unorganized or non-aligned youth of all ages from 13 to 38 years old from the campuses, communities and workplaces, who are willing to campaign for the TRG proposal and its components.

Activities

· Youth dialogues amongst youth networks and individual members

· Build-up activities include symposia and fora in the campuses, discussion circles in bars and offices during breaktime or after office hours, dramatic actions presenting and explaining the TRG proposal, link-up activities with networks or alliances espousing the TRG proposal, etc.

· Youth Summit/Congress 
