Year 2002Youth Recommendations by the members of the Youth Circles of PCDSD (Participatory Communication for Democracy and Sustainable Development) network, Sri Lanka with partnership with Arthacharya Foundation and Worldview International Foundation.

1. Issue - Education

Recommendations for National Leaders

1. The present education system is exam oriented. It needs to be changed to a level where pupils get the opportunity to develop more vocational skills. 

2. There should be a sufficient number of “Vocational Counsellors” appointed in each district. 

3. There should be a participatory communication established between and among the students, children, teachers, educationists and the administrators.  
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4. Job opportunities should be fulfilled only on merit and not on any other considerations such as political etc.

5. Teachers should be given training on reproductive health, prevention from Drug Addiction, suicide and also on road safe driving. These topics should be incorporated into the school curriculum for gaining a lasting impact in the society. 

6. In the present school curriculum there is no compatibility of subjects studied when compared them from Primary, Secondary and Tertiary streams. Therefore, it is recommended to create a greater compatibility of all the subjects.

7. Provide the school children the opportunity to learn information technology and communication skills. 

8. Create in schools more religious environment for children to grow with discipline.

9. Assist parents to generate additional income, as education needs economic strength. It can be done with micro – enterprises and credit being made available. 

11. Let the Government maintain the schools with adequate number of teachers.  

1. Issue - Education

Recommendations  For The Leaders of Non Governmental Organisations

1. Get the youth involved in development projects and programmes. It will give the youth a chance to see what their community needs are. Their participation in discussions will allow them to gather information. It will also lead to their acquiring confidence and leadership skills.   

2. Provide opportunity for the youth to express their opinion on various themes affecting society.

3. Assist the youth to improve their skills in sports and music. 

2. Issue - Drug Abuse 

Recommendations For National Leaders.

1. Stop with immediate effect the use of  “Lion” symbol of our National Flag to promote the sale of alcohol. 

2. There should not be sales promotional advertisements, sales outlets for alcohol near places of religious worship and schools.  

3. There should be laws imposed to prevent the appointment of the national leaders who have become victims of a court of law as a result of drug peddling. 

4. Suitable policies should be introduced to prevent National Leaders using and promoting the use of alcohol and drugs. It should be made compulsory for them to resign from their posts if found guilty of an offence.

5. Increase the powers of Excise Officers.

6. The state and the Non Governmental Organizations should jointly hold programmes to counter the spread of Drugs and Alcohol. There should be rehabilitation homes set up jointly by NGOs and by the Government in every district.

7. The unemployed youth should be found productive work to be engaged in.

8. In schools, stress should be laid on campaigning against Drugs, Alcohol and Cigarettes.   

9. Media, both print as well as the electronic should be responsible to carry out    
    anti – drugs and alcohol campaigns.   
2. Issue - Drug Abuse 

Recommendations For The Leaders of Non Governmental Organisations.

1. Bring about an attitudinal change among school children. 

2. There should be "Anti – Drug Centres" in all the districts, where the youth can meet and enlighten each other on ill – effects of Drugs, Alcohol and Cigarettes. (All CBOs and Community Centres in an area should collaborate.)    

3. Meetings to be held frequently to help youth participate in dialogues and discussions. It will help them to over come their loneliness.

4. Emphasise on accidents occurring frequently due to drugs and alcohol. 

5. Communicate effectively the amount of savings they can gain in terms of money and health if they are able to refrain from the use of drugs, alcohol and cigarettes.

6. Posters and stickers should be displayed in public places condemning these evil habits.   

2. Issue - Drug Abuse

Recommendations For Young men and Women.

1. They should develop their own personal policies to the effect that they will marry partners who are against the use of drugs, alcohol and cigarettes.

2. They should ensure that no one encourages taking of drugs, alcohol or cigarettes at functions.

3. They should be against of publicity material promoting such evil habits especially at sports festivals.

4. Arrangements be made to honour those citizens who have stopped the evil habits or have never used those.

5. Conduct awareness raising seminars and workshops to impart leadership qualities.      

3. Issue - Unemployment

Recommendations For National Leaders.

1. There should be a comprehensive development plan for the whole country to control and reduce the unemployment issue.

2. Facilitate the flow of capital and markets throughout the country.

3. Improve agricultural sector which is the back bone of Sri Lanka's economy, by taking examples from other developed and developing countries.

4. Generate self – employment and assist those engaged in it by finding stable markets etc.

5. Start setting up Technical Schools all over the country with a view to popularise vocational training and create more avenues for employment for the youth.

6. Help secure employment in the state or the private sector on merit. 

7. It is the youth component that we have to look after. They are the ones who have the vision to go forward. Therefore, the participation of youth should be sought in the preparation of programmes and plans. 

8. Create welfare facilities to youth until they are employed.   

3. Issue - Unemployment

Recommendations For The Leaders of Non- Governmental Organisations

1. Give prominence to youth participation and decision making in various development programmes. 

2. Arrangements should be made to give instructions and guidance to all those who are leaving the country for employment abroad and to all others left behind at home on sustainable investment opportunities. 

3. Promote self-employment projects through credit facilities.

4. Issue - Youth and Mental Depression
Recommendations For National Leaders

1. Design systems to deliver a professional training according to the skills during the educational carrier.

2. Reducing the number of unemployed youth joining the group of unemployed by reforming the educational systems.

3. Motivate teachers to perform their tasks well by providing an incentive system.

4. Find solutions to psychiatric problems.

5. Set up an Ombudsman to deal with youth issues.

4. Issue - Youth and Mental depression 

Recommendations For The Leaders of Non Governmental Organisations.
1. The NGOs should when implementing their programmes, take in as many youth as possible from both sexes.

2. Creation of more and more youth circles and Community Based Organizations.    

The above youth recommendations were presented to the National Leaders at the National Youth Event held on 24th July 2002. Prior to this event the youth met periodically in youth circles since year 2001 in their own locations and wrote stories on issues preventing their life fulfilment. The stories were shared among the rest of the youth circles and later joined in the formulation the recommendations. 
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