Teaching practical skills to young people in high schools or involving other institutions

In schools we are taught many subjects  that  are intended to widen  our perspectives, sharpen our logic, and  develop skills like writing,
indirectly. There  are, however,  skills that  should be included  in a  more direct  way in the curriculum  and these  are  teaching people  how  to :

-  learn →-  different techniques that foster independent learning  and 
                   memorizaton, raise motivation, help focusing of attention
                  
                -  reading  : skimming, scanning, gisting, that is working with a
                   text  in different layers
               
                -  raise questions on different topics and collect information   
                   they need, being able to find   the proper  sources and 
                   eliminate others, how to  evaluate information, basically
                   how to use a library
 
                   
-  write :     a  curriculum vitae, essays of various types, fill in application  
                   forms and  other forms, make notes, letters
 
              
-   use  a  computer, this includes the basics of Internet, applications like  
    Microsoft Word as  well  as other programmes that can be useful  
    through their studies 

These  skills seem so  natural that  educators  are  inclined to forget to put more emphasis on them, although  this type of practical knowledge plays an important role in  preparing young people to  study at  a  college or university level. Another important point is that knowledge raises self-confidence and if  people  have a solid foundation in their minds to build on in every respect this will increase their motivation to study further. Many times they merely need  educators who provide enough  ’place’ for them to discover skills in themselves, and try the existing ones. The teaching can be conducted in the form of lessons that not  necessarily has to  be limited  in classrooms.Thus other local institutions ( like NGO’s ) as well can take on to organize different courses for young people between 15  and  21 or above ( it is never too late to prepare to continue studies and this can affect those who finished high school but have no jobs for years). The skill courses can help prevent people end up wasting their time and if budget  allows it would be ideal to make this forms of teaching free. Is it a utopia? Maybe, but  if various organizations and already existing institutions like libraries and schools at a local level allocate the tasks and  money between themselves in a logical way, by constantly monitoring each others’ work then they can form an efficient system that is able to do many things against  youth unemployment.
Despite this idea, lack of money still can act as a major hindrance in the way of development.


This piece of writing was mainly intended as thought-provoking and all ideas, critics or complementations are welcome. The document may be updated anytime.
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