Ljubljana: Slovenia’s Beloved capital
Ljubljana means ‘beloved’ and the city is the capital of the tiny alpine country of Slovenia. Slovenia is located in the heart of Europe and Ljubljana in the heart of Slovenia. It is only a few kilometres away from the geometrical middle of the country. It has about 280,000 inhabitants, and the characteristics of both a huge metropolis and a small town where everyone knows each other. On the north the beautiful Kamnik Alps surround the Ljubljana basin, on the south there are the Ljubljana marshlands, with rare flora and fauna.
Ljubljana’s history goes way back, to the times when Jason the Greek warrior travelled here, and founded the city. Ljubljana was also an important place under the Roman Empire, when it was the last big town on the way east. Under the Romans it was called Emona. There is a statue of an inhabitant from the Emonan times called Emonets (Emonian) is located on the north side of Kogresni square. At that time, Emona was an important port, lying on the banks of Ljubljanica, which was full of traffic. Later, Slovenia fell under the Austrian monarchy.
Ljubljana became the capital of Carniola and was first named in 1144 under the German name Laibach and in 1146 under the Slovene name Luwigana. During the Austrian times Ljubljana became a beautiful baroque town. There are several must see buildings and monuments amongst them the Robba fountain which is located in the centre of Ljubljana under the Ljubljana castle in the Mestni Square (City square) there is also the Rotovzh (city hall) which is one of the most interesting buildings in Ljubljana, then there is the Ljubljana cathedral (St. Nicholas's cathedral) which is 50 meters away the Robba fountain on the Ciril-Metodov Square. The Ljubljana castle guards the city from the "Grajski Grich"(castle hill) it is also a masterpiece of the medieval era.
Two other famous buildings stand at the Kongresni Square, the Ljubljana University and the Filharmonia of Ljubljana where even huge names in music played like Mozart for example. Under the French, Ljubljana got many tree plantations along the paths and roads, the ones best preserved are in park Tivoli.
When Slovenia fell under Yugoslavia's reign, Ljubljana became the capital of Slovenia it's the time when Ljubljana had an architectural boom! From Plechnik's NUK (Netional universitietical library) to Tromostovje (3 bridges) or Zhale (the Ljubljana cemetery). Ljubljana also had Europe's highest building the Ljubljanski Nebotichnik (Ljubljana Skyscraper) which is located on the Slovenska cesta. Then there's the Modern gallery and the National gallery the national museum, which are all worth a visit. There are many famous paintings, sculptures and in the museum there's a well-preserved mammoth’s skeleton.
Another important building is the Cankarjev Dom (Cankar's home); this is a huge building with three large halls. It is meant for concerts and plays. Other important monuments in Ljubljana are the Presheren statue. Presheren was Slovenia's biggest poet, and lived for some time in Ljubljana. So the Slovenes built him a statue with his muse Julija. It is in the middle of the Preshernov Square and is one of the liveliest places in Ljubljana. 
Modern Ljubljana..... Well, when you hear this, the first thing in your mind is the BTC. This is a huge shopping "district" with department stores and other attractions including a huge water park, the biggest European optical centre and one of Europe's most qualitative cineplexes. This is an impulsive area, where thousands of people do their daily shopping, eat out and have fun. BTC was built on the former Ljubljana airport, which was moved some decades ago. Ljubljana with its array of shops is definitely a shopping paradise.
Ljubljana also has a great cultural life. The theatres, opera, drama keep the culture scene alive throughout the year. But summer is definitely the time when the cultural life in Ljubljana flourishes. There is the Ljubljana summer festival, the Ljubljana Film Festival (LIFE), many concerts at the Krizhanke which is also an architectural masterpiece. Summer is also the time when it is best to hang out in nice bars along the Ljubljanica.
Another thing that keeps Ljubljana alive is the University of Ljubljana with over 20.000 students. This is one of the oldest universities in Europe and it maintains high academic standards.
Ljubljana is one of the world’s best kept secrets. A charming alpine city, which has preserved an excellent way of life, still unspoiled by tourism!

