Voluntary activities make Viet Nam greener and cleaner

Hanoi, 5 June 2005 - The United Nations has chosen 5 June as World Environment Day to raise global awareness of threatening environmental issues and call for collaborative actions to practically help solve those issues. 

In Viet Nam, various activities have been organized on the day to commemorate the world event. Among those, volunteer activities have contributed to help a wider public realize their own responsibility and the need for participation.

In collaboration with the Viet Nam Environment Protection Agency and Forum of Environmental Journalists in Viet Nam, the United Nations Volunteers this year supports an initiative of youth volunteer groups in Ha Noi to propagandize act for environment. 

With the slogan "Ha Noi Youth call upon you to volunteer for MDG7 – Environmental Sustainability," young volunteers from the Youth Volunteer Club, Blue Knowledge Club, Speak Up for 2015 Group (Suf2015), Viet Nam Action Network for Youth (VANY) and other student groups have gathered together in Hoan Kiem lake area to deliver environmental messages.

<http://www.un.org.vn/unv/images/WED%202005/Ha%20Noi%20Ngay%20Moi%20truong%20The%20gioi%202005_Ra%20quan%20ben%20tuong%20dai%20Ly%20Thai%20To.jpg> 

Youth volunteer in Ha Noi gather together to act for environment on 5 June 2005

The volunteers joined environmental workers in cleaning Hoan Kiem Lake surrounding to ensure that the tourist attraction site was free of rubbish. They also conducted a walk and cycling trip around the city’s centre area, calling for the preservation of a "Clean Street, Green Environment". 

On this occasion, within the framework of a Japan funded project carried by UNV, UNESCO and the Youth Union, volunteers in My Son are taking lead in an effort to plant several hectares of forest to better help protect the World Cultural Heritage area. The initiative has been attracting attracted participation of many local young people and youth volunteers.

Various advocacy activities have also been organized during the day in Da Nang and Ho Chi Minh City, two other major socio - economic centres of Viet Nam with active participations of volunteers.

The activities in Viet Nam are among global initiatives that the United Nations Environment Programme is calling for to help empowering people to become active in sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to attitude changing on environmental issues and advocate partnership to better protect environment.

