The project “Hanoi and MDG7 - Environmental Sustainability” was specifically designed under the form of an awareness raising event. The project itself was not so big, however, the outcomes were encouraging and they have opened perspectives for an environmental revolution in Vietnam, with youth acting as the driving force.
*On-going is the second phase of the project - a photography & art course on Urban pollution issues.

A grand exhibition of pictures and art works made from recycled waste, and an Envi-Impressionism Fashion Show are to be held in early December 2005 in Hanoi. 
World Environment Day June 5th 2005 Celebratory Event:

Hanoi and MDG7 - Environmental Sustainability

A. Preamble:

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) chose “Green Cities - Plan for Our Planet” as the theme for the 2005 World Environment Day. Responding to the call and heading towards the Millennium Development Goal 7 - Ensuring Environmental Sustainability, Vietnam Action Network for Youth (VANY), an association of different youth volunteer groups, organized the Hanoi and MDG7 - Environmental Sustainability event. The event was patronized by Vietnam Environment Protection Agency (VEPA) and Vietnam Forum of Environmental Journalists (VFEJ); sponsored by United Nations Volunteers (UNV), and technically supported by People and Nature Reconciliation (PanNature).

Highlighting the slogan “Clean street, Green Environment,” the event focused on propagating the capital’s environment protection, and raising awareness on the goal of Environmental Sustainability among Hanoineans.  

B. Objectives:

· To draw attention and raise awareness of pressing urban environmental issues among people living in Hanoi.

· To educate volunteers and the general public on the rationale for, and importance of the MDG7 - Ensuring Environmental Sustainability. 

GOAL 7: ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Target 9: - Country policies and programmes must adopt principles of sustainable development.

- The loss of environmental resources must be reversed.

Target 10: More people have sustainable access to safe drinking water, by 2015.

Target 11: Significant improvement in the lives of slum dwellers, by 2020.

· To build up a network of youth volunteer groups and create a strong close links among them in the first joint activity, highlighting volunteering for environment.

C. General information:

1. Theme: 

Ha Noi and MDG7 - Environmental Sustainability

2. Slogan: 


“Clean street, Green Environment”

3. Time and venue:

Time: 6:00 - 12:00, Sunday June 5th 2005

Venue: Around Sword Lake (in the centre of Hanoi)

4. Activities:

- Walking for Hanoi - 995 year Thang Long Environment.
- Cycling on an MDG7 Journey around Hanoi.

- Propagating urban environment protection and raising awareness of the MDG7 among people living in Hanoi. 

D. Participants:

1. Patrons:

- Vietnam Environment Protection Agency (VEPA)

- Vietnam Forum for Environmental Journalists (VFEJ)

- UN Volunteers Vietnam (UNV) (also the sponsor)

2. Volunteers: 

Around 150 youth volunteers in total; most of which belong to 3 different youth volunteer groups:

· Youth Volunteer Club (known as Tinh nguyen tre)

· Blue Knowledge Club (known as Tri thuc xanh)

· Speak up for 2015 Group (known as Suf2015)

Others: 

- International volunteers (UN Volunteers)

- Online volunteers (Trai tim Viet Nam Online)

E. Profiles of the youth volunteer groups:

1. Youth Volunteer Club (known as Tinh nguyen tre or TNT): 

Tinh nguyen tre is among the first youth volunteer groups in Hanoi. Initially founded and overseen by Sinh Vien Newspaper during 6 years, in late 2004 and with the support of its founder, Tinh nguyen tre decided to work independently and has further developed its organization ever since. With approximately 200 active members studying and/or working in Hanoi, Tinh nguyen tre has organized different activities helping street and marginalized children, the disabled, the poor, and Agent Orange victims.

For further information, contact Truong Giang - tinhnguyentre@s.vnn.vn or (+84.4) 9182024.

2. Blue Knowledge Club (known as Tri thuc xanh or TTX):

Students attending the special training for Youth Union student leaders at Le Hong Phong Institute in 2003 were the first members of Tri thuc xanh Club. Originally working under the supervision of the Communist Youth Union and Youth Federation of Hanoi, in May 2004 Tri thuc xanh had its new supervisor, the Cultural House of Hanoi Students. With more than 150 members representing over 30 universities and colleges in Hanoi, Tri thuc xanh has actively contributed to the development of the youth volunteer movement in the capital city. 

For further information, contact Ho Tuyet - hotuyet37@yahoo.com or (+84) 0989768601.

3. Speak up for 2015 (known as Suf2015):

Founded in April 2005, Suf2015 is the youngest volunteer group among the three. Its founding and most active members are “citizens” of the TakingITGlobal online network (www.takingitglobal.org). Suf2015, whose name announces its motto - “Speak up for 2015!”, is a journalism networking youth group of Asia Pacific contributing its voice to the promotion of the Millennium Development Goals in different countries of the region. The June 5th activity was part of the “Bringing the MDGs closer to Vietnamese youth” Campaign that the sub-group in Vietnam is running.

For further information, contact Romi - suf2015@yahoo.com or (+84) 0913574313.

F. Organizing Committee:

	No.
	Name and e-mail address
	Group
	Position
	Contact no.

	1
	Nguyen Hong Nhung

romi_tig_mcasiapacific@yahoo.com
	Suf2015


	Coordinator


	0913574313



	2
	Nguyen Tuan Giang

nguyen_tuan_giang@mail2vietnam.com 
	Youth Volunteer Club


	Vice-coordinator
	0983083810

	3
	Dam Viet Ha

november_rain@mail2vietnam.com 
	Youth Volunteer Club, Suf2015
	Vice-coordinator 
	0912700091

	4
	Ho Thi Tuyet

hotuyet37@yahoo.com 
	Blue Knowledge Club


	Vice-coordinator
	0989768601

	5
	Ho Huu Trong

thewind81@yahoo.com 
	Blue Knowledge Club


	Vice-coordinator
	0989768601


* If calling from outside Vietnam, dial +84 before the numbers (0 is then omitted)

G. Programme:

	Date and Time
	Venue
	Activities
	Note

	Saturday 4/6
	18:00 - 20:45
	Cultural House of Students - Polytechnic University
	Training for volunteers.
(distribute materials, speeches by guests, screen a documentary film on waste collecting, short dramas, practise songs, slogans...)
	

	Sunday 5/6
	6:00 - 7:00
	Ly Thai To Statue
	- Gathering.

- Given introduction on the  event, the patrons, the sponsors and the participating youth groups.

- Inaugural Speeches by Guests.
	

	
	7:00 - 8:30
	Sword Lake area:

Dinh Tien Hoang - Le Thai To - Hang Khay - Trang Tien - Ly Thai To - Lo Su - Le Thai To - Hang Khay - Dinh Tien Hoang 
	A Walk for Hanoi - 995 year Thang Long Environment

- Demonstrate in favour of more awareness of urban pollution issues.

- Collect rubbish on the way.

- Sing songs, scant slogans about environment.
	4 km

Estimated 250 people (including  people on the streets)

	
	9:00 - 11:30
	Around Hanoi:

Bo Ho - Dong Xuan – Quan Thanh – Hoang Hoa Tham – Hoang Quoc Viet – Pham Van Dong – Xuan Thuy – Cau Giay – Lang – Truong Chinh – Dai La – Bach Mai – Pho Hue – Bo Ho
	MDG7 Journey around Hanoi

led by Nguyen Van Dung, “Trans-Viet journey 2003 for the Millennium Development Goals.”
- Draw attention.

- Talk to people at some stops.
	Cycling

25  cyclists

	
	
	Sword Lake area:

· Prudential Building

· Trang Tien Ice-cream

· Trang Tien Plaza

· Hanoi P.O

· Cam tu Statue 

· Ngoc Son Temple

· Highlands Café

· Thuy Ta House

· Phu Gia Hotel

· Catholic Church

· Hang Khay
	Propagating to people on the streets.

- Topics: Urban pollution issues and how to achieve MDG7 in Hanoi

- Hold an A0-sized Poster and a banner (with slogan)

- Ask people to wear 5/6 green ribbon

- Groups swap positions using 10 bicycles (decorated by green flags and balloons) 
	

	
	12:00 - 12:30
	Ly Thai To Statue
	- Gathering

- Closing speeches by Guests and the Organizing Committee
	


H. Annex:
Beginning in 1972, on June 5th every year people around the world celebrate World Environment Day with many activities and exciting events. People take action for the environment, everyone wants to contribute to a better and greener environment. Youth in particular act as a catalyst, inspiring society as a whole to think and do more for the environment.

This special attention and concern for the environment however, should not only take place on World Environment Day. Everywhere and at all times, there should be awareness, visible and effective environmental protection actions, and a unanimous commitment and resolution to keep the environment clean and to adopt environmentally sustainable lifestyles. Millennium Development Goal 7 (known as the MDG7) of the 2000 United Nations Millennium Declaration is a global pledge to “Ensure Environmental Sustainability” by 2015.

Five years have passed since His Excellency Mr. President Tran Duc Luong, together with 188 other world leaders, signed onto the Millennium Declaration to attain 8 MDGs (including the MDG7) by 2015. With two-thirds of the way now remaining, it is high time the role and contribution to pursuing the MDGs of civil society and its citizens is most urgent and pivotal. 

In fact, not many people have heard of, or know about the MDGs. In addition, a considerable portion of those who have heard about the goals tend to think that they represent something “huge” related to the world, the United Nations and the Governments. There needs to be a change in people’s awareness so that everyone sees that the MDG7 - Ensuring Environmental Sustainability is especially close to their everyday life. Achieving the Environmental Sustainability Goal will depend heavily on the awareness and actions to conserve the environment. No littering, no water wasting, frequently doing clean-ups in residential areas, and opening up more green space, are among the best and most appreciated actions.

In addition to this first step, industries and companies should be held accountable to ensure they keep their environmentally-harmful releases (air emissions, waste by-products, etc.) within permitted limits. Their pursuit of profit should not lead to the over-exploitation of natural resources. Furthermore, it is the direct responsibility of social organizations to help improve the living conditions and living environment of slum dwellers. Finally, policy-makers should be seriously committed to ensuring economic development always goes in parallel to the principles of sustainable development. 

If every individual, group, and organization resolves to treasure and protect the environment, the MDG7 commitment made by our government at the 2000 Millennium Summit will surely be fulfilled by 2015. Indeed, with the support and participation of the country’s citizens, the Environmental Sustainability Goal is no longer an impractical desktop issue. There is a palpable urgency that people “Look, Think and Act” for the environment, for MDG7 and for Vietnam’s sustainable development altogether.

Aware of the issues mentioned above, and as pioneers in the field, the Vietnamese youth in general and the Vietnamese youth volunteers in particular, are always willing to share their knowledge as well as to inspire and encourage people to join in different environmental protection activities and movements. On June 5th of this year, under the patronization and supervision of the National Environment Protection Agency (VEPA), the Vietnam Forum for Environmental Journalists (VFEJ), and the United Nations Volunteers Organization (UNV), an association of youth volunteer groups in Hanoi organized awareness raising activities pertaining to the theme “Hanoi and MDG7 - Environmental Sustainability” in celebration of World Environment Day. By disseminating information and facts on urban pollution in Hanoi, volunteers for the event helped bring the Millennium Development Goal 7 closer to people.

With the slogan “Clean Street, Green Environment,” an MDG7 cycling journey around Hanoi as well as a walk for Hanoi - 995 Year Thang Long Environment, volunteers participating in the campaign called for a greener, cleaner and more beautiful capital city. In addition to Hanoi’s campaign, young volunteer groups in Danang and Ho Chi Minh City also put on special programmes to celebrate World Environment Day, turning June 5th into a special day for the Vietnamese environmental volunteer movement.
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
* Vietnam Television report:  

A three-min report was aired in the noon News - National TV Channel 1 on June 5th 2005.
* Voice of Vietnam News interview (radio):

A thirteen-min interview conducted over the telephone was aired twice on June 4th 2005.

* Forum for Social Issues - VOV interview (radio): 

The interview was part of an interesting thirty-min programme which was aired twice on June 5th 2005.

* Announcement and Invitation: (released one week before the event)
1. Tuoi tre Online (Vietnamese)
http://www.tuoitre.com.vn/Tianyon/Index.aspx?ArticleID=81507&ChannelID=7
2. National Environment Agency (Vietnamese)
http://www.nea.gov.vn/thongtinmt/noidung/btn0_1_6_05.htm
3. Vietnam Environment and Nature Infoweb (Vietnamese)
4. Data Collection System DCS – VDC (Vietnamese)
5. www.takingitglobal.org, www.ttvnol.com, some e-lists, e-groups... (English and Vietnamese)
* Press release: Sunday June 5th 2005
1. Millennium Campaign Web (English)
http://www.millenniumcampaign.org/site/apps/nl/content3.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=186894&content_id={82F7B640-FCE3-482A-88C8-354C02969BC3}&notoc=1
2. Vietnam Agenda 21 Web (Vietnamese)

http://www.va21.org/uutien/8dothihoa/thanhphoxanh.htm
3. National Environment Agency online news (Vietnamese)
http://www.nea.gov.vn/Sukien_Noibat/Tinkhac/thang%206/tin6a.htm
4. Youth Magazine (Vietnam Youth Infomation Center) (Vietnamese)

http://www.vyic.org.vn/index.asp?menu=detail&id=910
5. Tien Phong Online (Vietnamese)
6. Vietnam Nature Infoweb (Vietnamese)

7. Dong Nai Science & Technology Service (Vietnamese)

8. Life Environment Infogate (Vietnamese)

9. TakingITGlobal project’s portal, Trai tim Viet Nam Online Forum, some e-lists (English and Vietnamese)
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