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      Promoting the value of a child!

CHILDREN RIGHTS AGENDA (CRA)
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INTRODUCTION

Organisational Background

The Children Rights Agenda (CRA) is a Nigerian Network of efforts to advance the rights and interest of children, non-profit, non-governmental and non-religious organization working for the promotion and protection of children and child’s right and development through the universal recognized instruments and institutions and in accordance to the General Assembly Special Session on children held 8-10 of May 2002.

Children Rights Agenda (CRA) is designed as a forum where all children have the inalienable rights to grow up, free of poverty and hunger, to receive a quality education, to be protected from infectious and preventable diseases including HIV/AIDS, to grow up in a clean and healthy environment.
Children Rights Agenda (CRA) would be responsible for organizing future activities/ programmes aimed at achieving the overall objectives of Children Agenda in Nigeria.

AIMS
Children Rights Agenda (CRA) is assuming the role to promote the value of literacy, provision of adequate education on children’s rights, awareness building and cultural development that affect children where they are found in the national environment.
Project Purpose
1. To provide an end to all forms of discrimination and exclusion against children since every girl and boy is born free and equal in dignity using multidimensional approaches with the support and participation of various key stakeholders.
2. To promote the value of literacy between every child and their communities.

ORGANISATIONAL GOALS
1 To join forces in short and long term relationship with non-governmental organizations, individuals, community based organisations and other concerned groups such as Youth Crime Watch, YEC, CRIN, NYAP & MAVD in an effort to eradicate illiteracy. Through contributions of time, talent, energy and financial resources, Children Rights Agenda (CRA) is helping established literacy programs to meet the educational needs of identified communities where literacy work does not exist; Children Rights Agenda (CRA) is proposing the design of realistic literacy activities.

2 To promote the value of literacy and consciousness towards increased awareness of our own culture as well as others.

3. To accomplish this Children Rights Agenda (CRA) is sponsoring and promoting historical, visual and performing arts exhibitions, assisting culturally enriching institutions such as libraries, and facilitating intercultural exchanges.

4. Engage in advocacy on stake holder’s role on the rights of a child.

5. Awareness building at all levels to promote the value and support children’s rights.

6. Develop, produce and disseminate information on children rights and development.

7. The celebration of annual events such as: Children’s Day (May 27), National Youth Day (August 12), the Day of the African Child (June 16), International Women’s Day and the Day of the Family. These usually provide the opportunity for advocacy and enlightenment campaigns.
EXPECTED RESULTS & MULTIPLIER EFFECTS
Nigerian children remains the primary focus group due to their vulnerability to abuse, unprotected sex and infectious diseases, no and low quality education, poverty and exploitation etc. it is expected that the Children Rights Agenda (CRA) address the above identified problems, appreciate dialogue as the best option for resolving the problems and it is hoped that the organisation would raise awareness on children’s rights and propose action for resolving them and in partnerships to help protect those rights.
PROGRAMMES IMPLEMENTED
· August 2002: Youth Development Seminar (YDS) targeted school based & out of school/youths.
· May 27, 2003: One day seminar to mark the children’s day celebration 

Title: EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN STUDENTS AND TEACHERS. Targeted secondary school based students.
· June 16, 2003: Children Rights Education (CRE), featured on a live programme on Radio Nigeria AM band and Premier FM 93.5, Ibadan to talk on the Rights of An African Child.
· June 24 & 25, 2003: Organised students and school children from over twenty (20) schools for an excursion to the American corner at the former British council now Nigerian Society Information Art & Culture in Ibadan.
· Organizing a Motivational talk to students and Members of Children Rights Agenda and Lunching of Children Rights Club in St. Teresa College, Oke – Ado Ibadan on December 1, 2003.
· Children Rights Agenda celebrated and marked the International children's Day of Broadcasting with Human Rights Day on Dec 9, 2003 by featuring on three Radio Channels and these will be carried on premier FM, Radio Nigeria lbadan. SW/MW Channels there by giving a national Coverage for one good hour, Members of the organization will handle the interview segment, drama, songs, etc live.
SUBJECTS OF INTEREST 
Depending upon the needs of their community, Children Rights Agenda (CRA) is implementing this project in a variety of ways. Following are examples of the Children Rights Agenda (CRA) activities.

Education
· Youth Development Seminar (YDS) – this project is sought to deal with developmental issues among youths.
· Health Education seminar (HES) – the project sought to prevent and control the spread of HIV/AIDS among youths and to improve the understanding of Drug Abuse, HIV/AIDS related risk behaviour among youths. 
· Children Rights Education (CRE) – this project is sought to educate children’ rights under the law.
· Educational & Vocational Information (EVI)
· Assisting in the creation and maintenance of libraries in schools. 
· Donation of books and supplies to educational programs.
· Encouraging, Supporting & Sponsoring plays, concerts, seminars, lectures, and Essays & Poster competitions.
· Participation in Penpal Letter Exchange Program
· Educative cultural programs 
Awareness Building
· Visitation to Remand Homes
· Production/distribution of stickers, face caps, t-shirts with message of literacy inscription.
· Production and distribution of high quality & colourful posters and hand bills which will express the rights of every child, for example the production and distribution of more than 20,000 September 8, international literacy day handbills.
· Erection of 4 big billboards at 4 strategic locations in Oyo & Ogun States such as motor parks, market places and secondary institution premises. With message such as:

*Educate Every Child

*Care for Every Child

*Fight Poverty: Invest In Children

*Prevent Child Abuse

*Protect Children From War etc.
FOUNDER
Francis Abayomi, studied civil engineering, who gave up his professional career to pursue his dream of serving humanity and Children as a full time social worker, established Children Rights Agenda (CRA). 

GOVERNANCE
Volunteers under the leadership of a Founder/Coordinator currently manage Children Rights Agenda (CRA). The organization also receives technical assistance from the Board of Trustees comprising experts in different allied fields.
MEMBERSHIP

Children Rights Agenda (CRA) members range from the age of 8 – 25years. The organization comprises of students from St. Teresa College Oke – Ado, Ibadan and presently students from Catholic Comprehensive High School and St. Peter’s College Abeokuta.
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