Message from Ms. Poonam for the Launch of Orissa YES Networks

Dear Friends of the YES family,

I am indeed delighted to see the launch of yet another YES Networks in Orissa. At the start of this month, some of the YES India Networks members witnessed in Veracruz, the soul of the YES Campaign - young people from 105 countries. It was the “YES Mexico 2004” held in Mexico, the celebration of the success of the YES Campaign, that was launched at the first Global Youth Employment Summit held in Alexandria in 2002, organized by the US based non-profit organization, Education Development Center, Inc. and hosted by the Arab Republic of Egypt.

And today, I am happy to witness the launch of YES Orissa Networks under the banner of YES India Networks, already having its wings spread over in 4 states. There are 69 YES Country Networks led by young people in 6 continents who have made it their mission to translate their strategic plans in to action with concrete in-country programs. In the first place let me congratulate all of you for joining the YES Global Campaign by launching the YES Orissa Network. Although physically I am not present here, I am with you to support your endeavor.

At the global summit in Mexico we witnessed young people passionate about understanding and addressing the youth employment challenge of their countries, young people working with other stakeholder groups in their countries to create employment opportunities and fulfill the Millennium Development Goals. There were over 1600 delegates and we were delighted that they went back inspired and ready to take on fulfilling the promise of the YES Campaign! And today, you too are joining them.

These YES Country Networks, supported by the YES Campaign are led by young people and joined by diverse stakeholders – governments, educators, practitioners, NGOs, the business community and youth, provides a sustainable and powerful infrastructure to promote policy, programmes and action for youth employment.

We urge you to look at the YES Campaign and make your personal commitment to the Campaign - we cannot make this work in the developing world without the support of you and your institutions. The young people need our support and our willingness to work together.

I truly appreciate the efforts taken by Mr. S.B. Rath, the YES Orissa Network Coordinator, supported by the government of Orissa and all of you gathered here to take this campaign forward in Orissa.

Assuring you of the constant support of the YES Campaign, I wish every success to these networks in our employment creation mission for our young people.

Poonam Ahluwalia, Executive Director

YES Campaign (EDC Inc.,)

