CONSUMERISM: 

A THREAT TO AUTHENTIC DEVT. IN  AFRICA.

Genuine development entails real positive change and growth. It is authentically so when it touch all levels of life. This change is not retrogressive; rather, it is progreessive. The oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary states that, Development is the gradual growth of  something  so that it becomes  more advanced,stronger,etc.”

It is also the process of producing or creating something new or more advanced. This growth is manifested in the socio-economic, political and scientific life of the nation. Far and above this is the human development.

According to David A.Coker”…the process of development should be reconceived as beneficial change, usually specified as alleviating human misery and environmental degradation in poor ountries.

 It is important to state that any development that does not meet this standard is not worth the name.More often than not,people measure the level of development in terms of physical structures.This standard is super  ficial and ofcourse deceptive.The real and lasting development of the human person.This being about development in other paaspects of human life.No doubt,Western civilization brught significant development along with it.

In a bid to globalize,modernity,the westerneersinvaded many countriesd of the wortrld and colonized them.Fortunately and more unfortunately,Africa happened to be one of the victims of this invasiuon or call it jinx.

COLOIALISM AND CONSUMERISM IN AFRICA.

  AfAfrica their scrambling and partitioning of the continent of Africa ,the colonial masters introduced civilization into the colonies-Africans.There was  no consideration of the culture of the receiving people.This boiled down to the destruction of the identity of the people of Africa which they colonized.

Tey saw that period as a veritableopportunity to carrytry out their new policies and bureaucratic systems.I do not deny the fact that this brought about considerable positive changes to us and improved the lot of many of African in the colony.In the same vain,it is obvious that the  colonila masters paid lip service to the idea of mmodernizing and the development of Africa.Instead of bringing  the genuine development and positive social and political changes the purpported to introduce in Africa,they systematically carted away our artifacts and mineral resourses.The worst they did was to take our able bodied men and women into slavery under the guise  of globalisation.Thus,the world market is now said to be one.

But how can this be true when the third world countries remain consumers to the core to the deteriment of the Civilized nations.

The westerners have done nothing to alleviate the problems and dilemas of the African people and their nations.Their international debts are not  even reduced not to talk of being cancelled.Yet we talk about globalization.All the efforts our people to liberate themselves from the shackles and manacles of the neo-enslavement and colonialism have hit the rocks.Ato Quayson declares that “Post-colonialism is seen to pertain as much condition of existence in former colonies as to conditions in diaspora”.

Both are frequently linked to the continuing power and authority of the west in the global political, economic and symbolic spheres and the ways in which resistance to, appropriation of and negotiation with the west’s order are prosecuted. Modernity and globalization instead of alleviating the misery and hanging problems of Africans, has turned out to be an instrument of further impoverishment of our lands and has been an ugly trend behind the grab of our economic and other changes.

THE CULTURE OF CONSUMERISM IN AFRICA.
 The fear and major concern on the ground today is not much about the carefully calculated effort of the westerners to perpetually subjugate and frustrate all the efforts of African countries and people to stand on their two feet. What makes the future look bleak  is the despair that spells itself out in the actions of almost every person in the land. It does seem that we have accepted as true ,the western opinion and definition of African man – As one that has no soul and cannot rationalize.We have been considered virtual consumers and we have proved them right.

From the way things move now, one can say, without fear  of contradition, that both the government and the people   are comfortable with the status quo in our land.We have accepted to remain at the level of exporting raw materials and afterwards bring them back in another form for use.

Actually,it was the colonial masters who put us into this condition,but we can say no to it.When we redefine our identity and sought our heritage.This culture of consumerism can be destroyed.Now is the time for us to evolve a government that will suit our peculiar social and cultural milieu.

There cannot be authentic develoment and growth in Africa if we African do notaspire to be self-reliant.Let us know that if you want anything done well,you should do it yourself

