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Youth is the driving force in any society, provided they are given proper education, training and a good working environment. Any one can apprehend this truth if he/she looks at our present society. It is not a denying fact that our youth generation is passing a frustrating time. They are getting deeply involved day by day in more and more various social crimes and in indiscipline at schools, colleges, universities, homes, and in the wider society. Why this is the situation? We should not blame our youth generation only for these misdeeds, we should also shoulder the burden of it. As a whole nation certainly we have failed collectively to provide them the proper education, training and a good working environment. We also have failed to create job opportunities for our youth as a whole.
We should also recognize the fact that ICT or information and communication technology can be the best tools for the empowerment of our youth. At the same time we should be aware of that ICT is an international process, and so we should not confine ourselves domestically in this regard.  We should connect well us with the international information society. Out youth community is seriously lagging behind than the youth communities of the other countries. ICT can be used to help the underprivileged youth to attain computer and Internet skills in order to increase their prospects of having a better future.
WSIS and Youth 
The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) provides a unique opportunity for all key stakeholders to develop a common vision and understanding to address the whole range of relevant issues related to the Information Society. It brings together Heads of State, Executive Heads of the United Nations agencies, non-governmental organizations, civil society entities, industry leaders and media representatives to foster a clear statement of political will and concrete plan of action to shape the future of the global information society and to promote the urgently needed access of all countries to information, knowledge and communication technologies for development. 
Youth can play an important role in the implementation of the action plane of WSIS process. In this regard participation of youth in WSIS was organized around a "Caucus" with over 1000 members from 150 countries. The Youth Caucus was very active at all WSIS preparatory meetings on the regional, national and international levels. National WSIS Youth Campaigns organized in many countries like Ghana, Brazil, Nigeria, the Philippines and India to initiate local activities and projects around WSIS. Bangladeshi youth are also actively involved is this process. If we go through the “Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action of WSIS” we can apprehend the emphasize that put forward on the role of youth in the said declaration.
In the Declaration of Principles it states: “We are committed to realizing our common vision of the Information Society for ourselves and for future generations. We recognize that young people are the future workforce and leading creators and earliest adopters of ICTs. They must therefore be empowered as learners, developers, contributors, entrepreneurs and decision-makers. We must focus especially on young people who have not yet been able to benefit fully from the opportunities provided by ICTs. We are also committed to ensuring that the development of ICT applications and operation of services respects the rights of children as well as their protection and well-being.”
While in the Action Plan it emphasizes on Capacity building in the context of national educational policies, and taking into account the need to eradicate adult illiteracy, ensure that young people are equipped with knowledge and skills to use ICTs, including the capacity to analyze and treat information in creative and innovative ways, share their expertise and participate fully in the Information Society.
In the WSIS Roundtable on Creating Digital Opportunities it was also emphasized that special efforts needed also to be undertaken to ensure access to ICTs by youth, for example through building ICT capacity on the secondary and university levels.
Speakers emphasized the need for human resources development and the necessity to address the needs of vulnerable groups. In both developed and developing countries, women and older people were identified as groups that were often marginalized. Special measures were needed to integrate them into e-strategies, based on a combination of actions by government, business and civil society. It was stressed that all population groups, including youth, needed to be involved in the building of the Information Society.
WSIS Action Plan and Local Youths
The WSIS opens new era for the youth community around the world with significant involvement. Youth community may implement a wide variety of activities that include; workshops, prime time interactive radio programs, media outreach, videoconferences and websites. They can hold meetings at local and national levels on raising awareness in schools, sending email newsletters, training others at Internet cafes, talking with decision-makers, and implementing projects.
The youth community in Bangladesh is working voluntarily to involve themselves in the implementation of WSIS process. We can name here Bangladesh Youth Forum on ICT (BYF), which is a pioneer to this effect. BYF is young voices for a Bangladesh vision on ICT for the youth segment. They are moving and working dedicatedly with their slogan “Turn the local youth into digital work force”. This young community comes out with a strong voice for youth right and the opportunity in global aspect. They  are currently working for the implementation of the WSIS action plane in co-operation with GoB, civil society, media and private sectors.
As a part of its involvement with the process it organized a seminar on “Youth Involvement in WSIS process” held on 19th May at BNCU (Bangladesh National Commission for UNESCO) seminar room being supported by Bangladesh ICT Journalist Forum (BIJF). In the seminar, BYF on ICT showed some their activities with some upcoming activities.
Conclusion
To conclude we must say ICT is the best toll for empowerment of our youth generation to make them fit for the present and the future competitive world. Otherwise we will not be able to meet the global challenges a waiting for us. 
 
 
Box:
We should also recognize the fact that ICT or inform-ation and communication technology can be the best tools for the empowerment of our youth. At the same time we should be aware of that ICT is an international process, and so we should not confine ourselves dom-estically in this regard.  We should connect well us with the international information society.
 
 
	[image: image1.jpg]




	Science and ICT secretary Omar Faruque Khan and additional secretary to the education ministry Ashhabur Rahman were present at a seminar on "Youth Involvement in WSIS Process" organized by "Bangladesh Youth Froum on ICT" as the chief guest and the special guest respectively


 
