Training Workshop on Institutional Capacity Building for Human rights NGO’s in Nigeria. Ota, Ogun State, Nigeria.
29 August – 2 September 2004, organized by the Legal Resources Consortium and Human and Environmental Development Agency Resource Center with support of OSIWA.

The experiences gotten from the training program was immeasurable. Great speakers from all over the country were invited to talk and share different aspects of human rights in Nigeria.

An overview of the state of the promotion and protection of human rights in Nigeria that talks about how we can enforce our rights and the rights of other citizens through the judiciary otherwise known as the court, secondly through the administrative means, the public complaint commission and lastly through the parliamentary procedures. We were taught and advised to write petitions and attend public hearings at the parliament among others.

The training proceeded talking about freedom of expression perspective, women’s rights perspective, economic social and cultural rights perspective, using and making reference to statistics available, the Nigerian constitution and international Human Rights Mechanism to mention a few.

We later break into groups and discuss on how to enhance a culture of Human rights in Nigeria through the use of legislative, administrative and judiciary. A report was given back at the end of the session.

The second day witnessed another busy day with series of training workshops that dealt in the areas of public interest litigation, institutional proceedings under the fundamental human rights enforcement provisions and the Death penalty debate.

Arguments for death penalty was discussed and shared for and against.

For example: Arguments for death penalty – Helps to deter crime and stop related offences while arguments against death penalty – Does not help deter crime, because most of these related offences is not stopped or reduced rather it keeps increasing everyday, statistical reference was made to the increase in number of prison inmates in Nigeria.

The training workshop also witnessed the conflict resolution and management principles and the relation of Human rights with conflict resolution in Nigeria.

Other course content include:

Networking with human rights institutions/NGO’s in Nigeria – a mixed model approach to have online and offline networking. Online platform for members to interact and actively engage each other in continuous evaluation and restructuring to better serve its members.

Working with the media – making press release, statements, briefings, writing in the national dailies among others was discussed about Nigeria journalist who prefer to get paid before NGO news and reports get published and how to stop this act.

The work of public institutions such as Nigeria National Human rights commission, Legal Aid council and the office of the public defender was discussed in the course of training, in the area of monitoring and enforcing human rights. I can state here categorically that this has started to work for me, because getting back home I have started attending mediation proceedings of the office of the public defender in my state (Ogun state).

Developing business plans, writing proposals fundraising and report writing was also dealt with.

Regional/international human rights Mechanism such as the African human rights systems and the United Nations Human Rights systems were introduced to us.

It’s significance/ importance and how to use these systems was shown.

A three-day event showed a lot of shared experiences and stories from learned presenters and attended by more than thirty participants from different emerging NGO’s in Nigeria.

