Youth Participation

In 

World Summit on Information Society

A very hearty good morning to – 

My name is Maitreyi Doshi; I am one of the representatives of the Youth Caucus. I was selected to attend the 1st Preparatory Committee meeting of the WSIS held early month in Geneva. 

SLIDE ONE:
Today, I will put forth before you the importance of youth participation in The World Summit on Information Society. 

My Presentation Categorised in the following parts: 

· Introduction to WSIS

· Importance of Youth Participation in WSIS

· As young people what we expect from WSIS

· WSIS and youth employment 

· What the youth caucus expects from other youth organisations

· And HOW you can get involved in the youth caucus. 

SLIDE TWO:
WHAT IS WSIS?

INTRODUCTION:

The World Summit on Information Technology is going to be held in two stages 1st stage 2003 in Geneva, Switzerland and 2nd stage 2005 in Tunis, Tunisia.  

The World Summit is organised by the United Nations under the high patronage of the Secretary General, with the Information Technology Unit (ITU) taking the lead role in the preparations. 

The AIM of this World Summit is to address various issues related to Information Society, for example: What values and actions do we embrace to ensure that the Information Society becomes a vehicle for democracy, justice, equality and respect for personal and social development?

The aim is broadly classified into 3 parts: 

· Vision - (e.g. What is the shared vision of Information Society?)

· Access – (e.g. How can the benefits of widespread and affordable ICT’s be extended to all? 

· Applications – How can ICT’s be leveraged to help promote the common goals of humanity?
So Who can Participate?

The Government, Civil Society – (comprised of NGO’s, Youth organisations – virtual and physical, media, educationalists etc), the Private sector and the United Nations family of organisations will be participating in this World Summit. 

SLIDE THREE
WHAT IS WSIS?

The WSIS Process 

There are various Preparatory Committee Meetings i.e. Prep-Coms and Regional Conferences will be held before the actual World Summit. 

The main AIM of these Meetings and conferences are:

1.
To Decide the Agenda of World Summit 
2.
Decide the Modalities of participation

3.
Draft a Declaration of principles and Action Plan

4. And Target specific issues related to specific regions

SLIDE FOUR
Importance of Youth Participation in the WSIS Process

Young people today

Young people today are the Leaders of Information technology. Right from Web developing to Information access, we are growing up with the latest technology. 

We are providing innovative solutions to global challenges. Young people are creating hybrid institutions blending the management and funding strengths of small-scale for-profit enterprises, with non-profit goals and outreach abilities. Many youth organisations have embraced ICT’s as possible source of income as we seek to educate and involve others to solve critical social issues. 

We see technology as a tool, for communicating without geographical barriers, cast, religion and race. Technology is a very powerful tool, to educate young people. And last but not the least, technology if used positively can help solve pressing social problems. 

SLIDE FIVE
Importance of Youth Participation in the WSIS Process

Problems Young people face today 

1. Lack of mainstream support 
Youth lead ICT programs can rarely afford the funding or recognition required to implement or replicate in a substantive or sustained way.

2. Lack of Participation in the decision –making: 

Youth are rarely involved in national, regional and international ICT policy development. Youth lack the framework, support, legitimacy required for sustained action and policy implementation. 

3. Lack of Communication: 

Youth effort on ICT is fragmented, often uninformed, unconnected, and lacks moral and inspirational support. 

4. Lack of Continuity: 

As young people gain experience and move into adulthood, they often take their valuable experiences with them, leaving others to relearn lessons of the past. 

SLIDE SIX:
Importance of Youth Participation in the WSIS Process

WHY SHOULD WE PARTICIPATE

1. WSIS is going to be an instrumental decision making body today and in the future. 

2. Young people cut across all barriers of Geography, religion, cast, culture and creed. 

3. WE – are major stake holders in Information Technology and in the WSIS process

4. Young people need to put forth their concerns, and problems before WSIS 

5. Thus there is a fair chance of our problems being addressed and solved. 

6. This is one of the 1st constructive steps in getting Young people involved in decision-making. 

SLIDE SEVEN
Youth @ WSIS

Let me know give you a brief overview on what we did at the WSIS 

We have formed a youth caucus online mailing list of about 65+ people from over 40 countries. Out of these 65 young people 10 got to participate in WSIS – prep-com 1. Out of the 10, The Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP) funded 6 young people & I was one of the 6. 

The AIM of the Youth Caucus is to ensure that: 

1. Young people are recognised as key builders of the information society
2. The Priorities identified by young people are included in the WSIS Declaration & Action plan

3. Perspectives of young people UNABLE to attend the WSIS Prep-Com’s & regional meetings are incorporated into the process
4. That the WSIS action plan is implemented
SLIDE EIGHT
Youth @ WSIS 

What we did there

1. Provided a Framework on Procedures: 
Young people are leading innovators in all aspects of ICT; the youth communiqué clearly cuts across civil society, private sector and government delegations. Therefore young people must be acknowledged in the rules and procedures as one of the major stakeholders. Thus to ensure greater participation of youth organisations, young people should be allowed to speak in the plenary and sub-committees sessions. We were successful in our endeavour and were allowed to speak twice in the plenary sessions and also had a youth caucus representative in the sub-committee meeting. Further, we have stressed for simpler accreditation mechanisms for youth organisations to participate in the WSIS process. We also invited delegates to collaborate on adopting mechanisms to facilitate their full and effective participation in the process. 

2.  Drafted the Youth Position Paper

The youth caucus strongly felt that the proposed themes for the WSIS were quit restricted. Hence we prepared our own position paper, which includes the widest possible range of ICT issues related to young people. This is still at the working stage. I am going to hand out copies of the position paper to all of you. 

This draft has been made with the help of previous youth declarations and recommendations. At this point I would like to urge you all; that if you have made any declaration or recommendation related to ICT and young people we would like to incorporate it in this the WSIS youth caucus working paper. 

3. Fundraising
We also did some amount of fundraising for Youth Creating Digital Opportunities. 

4. Presented Youth Creating Digital Opportunities 

YCDO is a framework strategy to nurture, promote and organise young people worldwide on matters of (ICTs) and Knowledge for Development. The framework supports three activities - small tangible projects, an online ‘knowledge’ network, and youth participation within key decision-making forums. Activities are to be led by three key partners: the Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP), the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), and TakingITGlobal (TIG)

The WSIS process is a part of third activity under YCDO– i.e. youth involvement within key decision-making forums. 

5. Lobbying with Government Delegations

We spoke to a lot of government delegations and have urged them to have a young person on the delegation at WSIS. 

6. Working on Specific Themes
Most of us have now started working on specific themes of our interest related to issues on ICT & young people. 

SLIDE NINE
What we expect from WSIS
Young people want WSIS to ensures that it is: 

1. Relevant to young people 

2. Allows participation of all young people

3. Is sustained process

4. Is heard

5. Includes follow up activities

6. Creates a platform for youth involvement in decision making 

SLIDE TEN
WSIS and youth employment 

The 5 basic principles, which need to be kept in mind while discussing ICT and youth employment, are: 

1. Promoting youth Entrepreneurship 
2. Promoting public-private partnerships

3. Targeting vulnerable young people

4. Bridging gap between digital economy and informal sector 

In other words bridging the gap between young peoples opportunities for self-employment in the in formal sector and the high growth sector of the world economy. 
5. Putting youth in charge 
Talking about Youth Employment it is a great pleasure to announce that Jennifer Corriero Co-Founder & Director of TakingITGlobal is going to chair the ICT’s Youth Employment Summit, which is going to be held in Egypt next month. Thus we are building bridges between WSIS and YES. 
SLIDE ELEVEN
WSIS and youth employment

How will WSIS help youth employment

Based on the UN, World Bank and ILO Recommendations: 
1. Employability

• Government investment in education

• Vocational training 

2. Equal opportunities to girls

3. Entrepreneurship 

• Easier process to start and run enterprises 

• More and better jobs for young women 

4. Employment creation

• Centre of macroeconomic policy

And Keeping in mind the problems of developing countries: 

1. Access
2. Expensive infrastructure

3. Domination of English language

A difference can be made by youth (lobbying) and civil society who will raise these issues in the world summit. 

The regional and prep-coms, will put forth specific regional issues, which will finally come up in the WSIS Agenda and Action Plan. 

SLIDE TWELVE
Expectations from Other Youth Organisations 

· Work with us
· Help us lobby for the decision making
How it will help you?

1. You will be heard 

2. There well be Sustainability 

3. You will receive mainstream support 

4. You will be Involved in decision making 

SLIDE THRTEEN
How to get Involved in the youth caucus and WSIS

1. Participate in the WSIS prep-coms, regional conference, and the Summit
2. Participate in the online discussion at ict.takingitglobal.org 

3. Join our mailing list – wsisyouth@yahoogroups.co 

4. Fund youth participation in the Prep-coms, regional conference, and the Summit

5. Write about us in the media 

SLIDE FOURTEEN
I thank you all for attending the presentation. 

Special Thanks to GKP for sponsoring me to come here and to the WSIS 

And Special thanks to the organisers of WAY. 













