Report to the Conference of NGOs Board Meeting in Geneva, August 2004
From the NGO Committee on Youth in New York

Officers:

Chairperson: Emily Freeburg, Lutheran World Federation
Vice Chair: Luis Davila, Global Youth Action Network
Treasurer: Nickolai Parker, World Peace Prayer Society
Secretary: Jim Freeburg, Franciscans International
Members at large: Julia Walsh, Peaceways, Sam Kessler, SustainUS, World Youth Alliance
General

Building website: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/ngoyouthcom
Expanding membership to youth organizations in NY and through our listserve: ngo_youthCom-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Defining Youth  

There are disparities in this definition.  The UN definition is 15-24, we find a useful definition to be people ages 15-30.   The committee is intergenerational.
February
· The NGO Committee on Youth followed the work of the Commission on Social Development, observing negotiations of a GA resolution that would review The World Programme of Action for Youth in 2005. 

· To prepare for the 48th Commission on the Status of Women theme, “The Role of men and boys in achieving gender equality”, focus area HIV and AIDS, a subcommittee initiated a 4-week online discussion with over 300 members from around the world on the gender dimensions of the AIDS pandemic.

March

· As a capstone to the “GenderAIDS” discussion, the Committee hosted a briefing at the Commission on the Status of Women, co-sponsored by the UN Programme on Youth in Conference Room E.  Turnout was over 75 people, and speakers included Mawuli Dake, Initiatives for Change, Dr. Julitta Onabanjo, UNFPA-youth programme, Tchaiko Omawale, HIV AIDS documentarian, and other community youth workers.   A report was made of this meeting, and is available on our TIG website.  
April

· Committee Chair attended to UN Youth Programme consultations: - “Africa 2015” a preparatory meeting for an African Youth Summit.

May

Many events during the Commission on Sustainable Development:
· Hosted a free “Party for Peace” in UN Dag Hammerskjold plaza, with music, keynote speakers, to promote awareness about youth participation at the UN (Sub-Committee project).
· Assisted in the UN Youth Programme’s launch of “World Youth Report 2003”.

· Assisted in a Sustainable Development “Career Fair” at the Church Center for the UN with recruiters from the State dept., discussants from UN, and other eco-tourism and advocacy careers. (Sub-Committee project)
· Members participated in the CSD-12 youth caucus.
· Committee Chair participated in “Youth Media” consultation with UN Programme on Youth.

June
· Held final open meeting of the year, reviewing past events, planning for next year and discussing youth participation at the DPI conference in September.  Presentation was given by youth participant preparing for the Bangkok AIDS summit.
July
· Working group analyzed the “conversation” from the “GenerAIDS” discussion and prepared report for publication. Met with UNFPA to discuss publication of report by the UN.

Future
· Assisting in substantive youth participation at the DPI conference, reporting on workshop results and integrating follow-up as necessary into the work of the committee.

· Looking towards following GA developments regarding youth review year 2005.

· Preparing for review of Copenhagen Declaration.
· Networking NGOs for youth and MDG awareness and action, promoting youth participation in MDG processes at the UN. 
· Anticipating the multiple review years and high-level events at the UN in 2005; in particular having more young men and women participants for Beijing +10, the review of the 5th World Conference on Women and youth at the Millennium Declaration review. 
Reviewing last CONGO report:

· The NGO Committee on Youth continues to follow the work of the CONGO Youth Advisory Committee and support them however we can. 

The CONGO YAC seems to no longer function due to lack of institutional support.
· Remain committed to working with youth caucuses at the appropriate Commissions such as the Commission on Social Development, the Commission on the Status of Women, the Commission on Sustainable Development and the upcoming World Summit on Information Society.  

This occurred in 2003-2004 and continues.
Goals

· Increase substantive and consistent participation by members.

· Increase due-paying members.

· Increase transparency of operations and capacity of members to move within committee framework.

Other

An “About Us” overview was created, as was a brochure, so clarity of our role is furthered, and calendar year is prepared for.  Both available on our TIG website.
Respectfully Submitted,

Emily Freeburg, Chair 

Lutheran Office for World Community 

(Lutheran World Federation)

777 UN Plaza- 10B

NY, NY 10017

212.808.5360

emilyf@youthlink.org

