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Nigeria’s Youth Leaders Join Global Employment Campaign

Federal Minister for Youths and Women Affairs, Mrs. Aishat Ismail will deliver the keynote address to launch the Youth Employment Summit’s Nigeria Network, 9am Wednesday 29th May at the Nigerian Institute of Legal Studies, University of Lagos.
The YES Nigeria launch draws together a broad coalition of civil society, private sector and government groups to begin local preparations for the Global Campaign for Youth Employment, to be launched in Egypt, September 7-11 2002 at the Youth Employment Summit (YES 2002). 

YES Nigeria’s goals are to build an effective and innovative local network to contribute to the Global Campaign for Youth Employment, and to coordinate a representative Jamaican delegation to send to Egypt in September. Coordinator, Mr James Olawale Ajani says the YES Nigeria network intends to “strive to build a new kind of partnership between the sectors, to imagine a future for Nigeria’s youth where participation in every sense is maximised – economic, social, political and spiritual participation – because only then will we find a way out of our current problems.”
Also speaking at the YES Nigeria launch are Dr. Pat Utomi of Lagos Business School and Comrade Adams Oshiomole - President, Nigerian Labour Congress.

The Mission of the Youth Employment Summit is to seed a civil society movement to stimulate and inspire the developments of programs and policies in all countries to ensure that the world's youth have access to the education and training programs, skills-development opportunities, resources, and credit that they need to build productive and sustainable livelihoods. 

The Goal of the Summit is to launch a Decade Campaign of Action in Alexandria in 2002, so that an additional 500 million young adults, especially youth facing poverty, will have productive and sustainable livelihoods by the year 2012. 

Over the next ten years, although the growth rate of the world's labour force will slow down, there will be still some 460 million new, young jobseekers…

Growth cannot in itself be expected to ensure that the needed 500 million jobs are of sufficient quality to bring all the world's workers closer to the enjoyment of decent work. To achieve this requires much greater attention to core labour market issues, including investments in human capital, overcoming discrimination and making employment a central goal of economic policy. 
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