Welcome to Week Three of the Discussion: Stigma

”Parents can’t talk about it but they should decide which is more embarrassing: talking about sex or watching their children die of AIDS.” --Adolescent Kenyan girl (UNAIDS)

”It’s no surprise that denial and secrecy end up seeming more attractive options to people who witness discrimination. And it is in such climates of fearful silence that the epidemic flourishes. Men having sex with men has been a highly publicized factor of the epidemic’s spread in the industrialized world. It is also a significant feature of the epidemic in the developing world, particularly in Latin America and Asia.” (UNAIDS)

Our discussion continues to grow? we are pleased to report that we received over 60 responses last week, and more than 290 people from all over the world are currently signed up. People of all ages are welcome on this listserv. We have received few messages from Latin America and Europe, are you out there?

*Please put your country of residence on each message to the group*

This week we will discuss the effects of gender on the stigma associated with HIV/AIDS. If you have concerns from prior weeks that have not been answered, please continue to discuss them. Feel free to respond to as many or as few questions as you would like. If you have others to add, please contribute them as well. 

Stigma is about fear-- fear of talking about sexuality and gender issues, fear of talking about drug use, fear of death, fear of a harsh reality where we must be responsible and careful. Eliminating stigma is about eliminating social silence at school, at home, at work and in church, changing legislation that sanctions discrimination, and more. 


---Questions for discussion: ---

What does the stigma of AIDS look like?

What can be done to ensure that all people living with HIV/AIDS, regardless of gender or sexual orientation are treated with full human dignity? 

How should young people fight discrimination and stigma towards people living with AIDS? 

Do you know people who are afraid to get tested for HIV? Does access to treatment affect the likelihood of getting tested?

How does silence surrounding sexuality or death create stigma associated with HIV/AIDS?

Is the stigma associated with HIV/AIDS related to the perception of youth by people of older generations? i.e. youth are wild, should listen to their elders etc. 

Do religious beliefs contribute to the stigma associated with HIV/AIDS? How?


--These questions all lead to greater questions like-- 

What are practical ways that you can end discrimination?

Are youth more likely than their parents or older generations to accept those living with AIDS?


--How does your government measure up?--

At the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in June 2001, governments of the world agreed they would:

”by 2003, enact, strengthen or enforce, as appropriate, legislation, regulations and other measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination against, and to ensure the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by, people living with HIV/AIDS and members of vulnerable groups; in particular, to ensure their access to, inter alia, education, inheritance, employment, health care, social and health services, prevention, support, treatment, information and legal protection, while respecting their privacy and confidentiality; and develop strategies to combat stigma and social exclusion connected with the epidemic.” 

REMINDER:
This discussion will formally end on March 1, but we will keep the list open for further feedback and to send out the final summary. If you are near New York City, mark your calendars! We will talk about the discussion at a side event during the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women on March 3 at 1:15pm. Everyone on this list is invited to attend; send an email to the moderator if you are interested.
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