Welcome to Week Two of the Discussion!

"In 17 countries surveyed by UNICEF, over half the adolescents

could not name a single method of protecting themselves against HIV. In 
all instances, girls knew less than boys." 

---HIV/AIDS and young people: hope for tomorrow (UNAIDS)



This week we will focus on gender dimensions of prevention. We are 
pleased to report that we received over 30 responses last week, and that 
more than 180 people from all over the world are currently participating 
in this discussion. 

*Please put what country you are writing from on every message you post 
to the group.*

To deepen our understanding of the gender dimensions of HIV/AIDS in 
prevention, we have decided to ask more detailed questions this week. 
Feel free to respond to as many or as few as you'd like. If you have 
others to add, please contribute them as well. 

Last week we learned that HIV/AIDS is most prevalent in different groups 
of people in different parts of the world. For example, in New Zealand 
and Australia, we've learned that men who have sex with men are most at 
risk. In Africa and South Asia, young women are most vulnerable. 
Therefore, our response must be based on these facts. However, no group 
will remain safe for long if current trends continue. The myth persists 
that sexual health education promotes early and irresponsible sexual 
activity among young people, but studies show that people exposed to 
appropriate information about sex tend to postpone sex or use condoms.

Questions for discussion:

--How is gender equality addressed in AIDS prevention programs? 

--What do young men contribute to HIV prevention efforts? 
--How could their contributions be improved?

--Can you describe an HIV/AIDS educational program for men or boys that 
seemed to be effective?

--What would make youth unreceptive to messages about HIV prevention 
and gender equality?

--Do religious beliefs get in the way of prevention and education?


Right now, the facts show that youth are very vulnerable to AIDS. We do 
not know how to protect ourselves-- and even worse-- when we do know 
how, there are other, greater forces that stop us from doing so. 
Therefore, we need to target our education efforts to these 'greater 
forces', which as we heard last week, can be families, boyfriends or 
husbands, churches, and society as a whole. 

--These questions all lead to greater questions like--

--How do we as youth change harmful social/cultural practices?

--How are youth empowered to help transform society?



--How does your government measure up?--


At the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in 
June 2001, governments of the world agreed they would:

"by 2005, ensure that at least 90% and, by 2010, at least 95% of young 
men and women aged 15-24 have access to the information, education 
(including peer education and youth-specific HIV education), and 
services necessary to develop the life skills required to reduce their 
vulnerability to HIV infection, in full partnership with youth, parents, 
families, educators and health-care providers.
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day in one email)
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