Zimbabwe

By Kenny Wong


Note: all data below 2003 estimates unless otherwise noted

· Official Name: Republic of Zimbabwe (English)

· Geographical Location: Southern Africa, in between Zambia, Botswana, South Africa and Mozambique 

· Total Area: 390,580 sq km.

· Capital City: Harare

· Other Major Cities: Chitungwiza, Gweru, Mutare

· Currency Unit: Zimbabwe Dollar (ZAR) (Exchange rate as of 14 September 2003: 1 USD=7.37 ZAR)
· Head of State and Government: President Robert Gabriel Mugabe (Since 31 December 1987)

· Administrative Divisions: 8 provinces (Manicaland, Mashonaland Central, Mashonaland East, Mashonaland West, Masvingo, Matabeleland North, Matabeleland South, Midlands) and 2 cities with provincial status (Bulawayo, Harare)

· GDP Per Capita: $710 (2001 est.)
· Population: 12,576,742 (Population estimates explicitly take into account the effects of excess mortality due to AIDS)
· Population Below Poverty Line (2002 estimate): 70%
· Birth Rate: 30.34 per 1,000 population
· Death Rate: 22.02 per 1,000 population
· Infant Mortality Rate: 66.47 per 1,000 births
· Life Expectancy at Birth: Male 40.09 years, Female 37.89 years
· HIV/AIDS Adult Prevalence Rate (2001 Estimate): 33.7%
· People Infected with HIV/AIDS (2001 Estimate): 2,100,000
· Deaths from HIV/AIDS (2001 Estimate): 200,000
· Official Language: English

· Official Religions: None

· Ethnic Composition: African 98% (Shona 82%, Ndebele 14%, other 2%), mixed and Asian 1%, white less than 1%
· Religions Composition: Syncretic (part Christian, part indigenous beliefs) 50%, Christian (regardless of denomination) 25%, indigenous beliefs 24%, Muslim and other 1%
· Adult Literacy (people over 15 years of age who can read and write) 90.7%

· Unemployment Rate (including those not looking for employment)(2002 estimate): 70%

Background and History

Colonized along with neighboring South Africa, the nation was led by a Caucasian dominated government for much of its history. The Caucasian dominated government, led by Ian Smith, declared independence from Great Britain in 1965. The claim was not recognized until 1980 because Great Britain demanded that the government give more complete voting rights for the African people. Guerrilla war against the Caucasian government increased during the 70’s. The government finally allowed free elections in 1979 and Robert Gabriel Mugabe from the former guerrilla group ZANU-PF (Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front) was elected president.

Recent Events


The Mugabe administration, after a failed constitutional referendum in 2000, started a land distribution program that seized lands owned by Caucasians (who owns 70% of the land but constitutes less than 1% of the nation population) without compensation and redistribute it to the African population. This resulted in a total economic collapse and causing massive inflation, commodity shortages and widespread misery. The government continues to repress opponents and shut down newspapers critical of the government. The country withdrew from The Commonwealth after it learned that its membership, which was suspended since 2002 because of election frauds, is to be suspended indefinitely.
Geographical Characteristics

The country has a central granite plateau that runs from the southwest to the northeast of the country. The area is home to rich farmlands. Outcrops known locally as Kopjes marks the plateau. The Kopjes is itself cut by a narrow strip of volcanic rocks that runs north to south for 520 km (about 320 mi). The volcanic rocks wields many gems and minerals and is called the Great Dyke. The land slopes gently down to the Limpopo River valley to the south and drops down to the Zambezi Escarpment to the north. The highest point in Zimbabwe is Mount Inyangani at 2,592 m, or 8,504 ft.
Economy

The Zimbabwean economy, like South Africa, is a combination of agriculture, mining and industrial manufacturing. The country’s GDP per capita is $2,100 per year, but an economic collapse will significantly lower that figure. The country, with many landmarks and natural features to visit, has a thriving tourism economy. Many years of sanction imposed upon by western countries has made the country self sufficient in the agricultural sector, but the land redistribution program in 2000 caused a catastrophic drop in agricultural production.

Major Industries

Mining, steel, wood products, cement, chemicals, fertilizer, clothing and footwear, foodstuffs, beverages

Politics

The country’s political system and its dominant parties were created after the fall of the Caucasian dominated government in 1980. Most of the current parties were once guerilla groups fighting against the Caucasian dominated government.

The presidency is chosen by popular vote every six years. A prospective candidate must garner at least ten voter’s signatures (one voter from each province) before s/he can run. The president appoints the cabinet and it is responsible to the House of Assembly. Two cabinet members will be chosen to become vice- presidents.

The unicameral (one-house) Parliament consists of the House of Assembly. Out of the 150 seats, 120 are elected by popular vote, the president nominates 12 seats, 10 are held by tribal chiefs and are chosen by their peers, and 8 seats are occupied by provincial governors. Members serve 6-year teams and there are no term limits.


Major political parties include the ruling party, Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF), Movement for Democratic Change (MDC, largest opposition party), ZANU- Nadonga (conservative ZANU wing) and Conservative Alliance of Zimbabwe (former Rhodesia Front, Caucasian). The latter two parties exercises very little influence in the country.

Legal System
The Zimbabwean legal system of South Africa is a mixture of British Common laws and traditional tribal laws. The country’s highest court is the Supreme Court and it consists of one chief justice and four judges of appeal.


The High Court is lower than the Supreme Court and consists of thirteen judges. Inferior courts include Regional Courts, Magistrate’s Courts, Customary Law Courts, and Local Courts. Customary Law and Local Courts are traditional Zimbabwean courts presided over by chiefs and headmen, which hear small claims cases and cases concerned with marriage and children. The President of the nation appoints all judges.
Transportation

Zimbabwe’s transportation system has come a long way since independence, and the country now has a transportation system sufficient to support its industries.

Zimbabwe’s rail line, a total of 2,759 km (1,714 mi) runs between Harare and Bulawayo, which is linked by rail to the major cities of South Africa by way of Botswana, and to the copper-mining towns of Zambia via Victoria Falls. Spur lines lead to the Mozambican ports of Beira and Maputo.

Zimbabwe in the 1960’s have few paved roads, and dirt roads were common. In 1999 there were 18,338 km (11,395 mi) of roads, with 47 percent of those paved highways connecting the main towns and the principal tourist attractions.

The country’s international airport is located in the capital, Harare, and smaller airfields serve other cities and the main tourist areas, including Victoria Falls. Air Zimbabwe is the national airline and flag carrier.

Communication and Media

The country’s communication network was once one of the best in Africa but it now suffers from poor maintenance. The country owns two-fifths of all phone lines in Africa and provides 112 lines per 1,000 residents. The country is well serviced by telephone lines and major communication centers are located in Bloemfontein, Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, and Pretoria. The country has 7.96 million mobile phone users. 

The Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) has a monopoly on the country’s TV and radio industries. The ZBC radio service has four channels, with Spot FM broadcasting national and international sporting events, Radio Zimbabwe broadcasting Shona and Ndebele programs, 3FM broadcasting popular music, and National FM broadcasting in minority languages. There are also two independent short wave radio stations in the country, with offices located outside of the country. The ZBC television service has two channels, with one leased to Joy TV before the agreement was cancelled in May 2002. Some of Joy TV’s programs reportedly made come government officials uncomfortable.

Zimbabwe has 7 national newspapers, with most of them controlled by the government. The country’s only private daily newspaper, The Daily News, was shut down by the government in September of 2003.


The country has, as of 2001, 150 Internet service providers and provides service to about three million people.

Religion

Half of all Zimbabweans are practitioners of Syncretic, or a religion with a mixture of Christian and traditional beliefs. 25% of the population practices pure Christianity. Traditional religion is practiced by 24% of the population and Islam is practiced by less than 1% of the population.

Culture

The Zimbabwean culture is an eclectic mix of European and indigenous cultures. Many Caucasians live a life that is not too different from his/her counterpart in Europe and the US. The country is home to many great athletes and normal citizens often enjoy vacations to Victoria Falls and other places.

International Relations

Zimbabwe’s relations with the rest of the world, especially with US, UK, and Australia, are quite cold at this time. Mugabe often blames western countries for his country’s ill. He recently decided to pull his country out of the Commonwealth after he compared the Commonwealth to a farm in famous novel “Animal Farm”, in which some members are more equal than others. The country also has a dormant border dispute with Zambia, Namibia, and Botswana.

Regional Concerns


There are three regional concerns with Zimbabwe and they include high HIV/AIDS infection rate, a failed economy, and calls for the President, Robert Mugabe, to resign.


Zimbabwe, like many other African countries, suffers from the effects of an HIV/AIDS epidemic. In Zimbabwe, approximately 20% of the population has HIV or AIDS. The effects of this epidemic will result in lower population and a shrunken workforce. Zimbabwe, with a failed economy, cannot sustain the prolonged effects of an HIV/AIDS epidemic.


 The Zimbabwean economy has suffered a total collapse after President Robert Mugabe implemented his land reform program in 2000. That year, agricultural exports dropped at an alarming pace and this caused massive inflation. People now have to wait in long lines to buy daily necessities. The President, Robert Mugabe, blames the US and UK for trying to undermine his country. Many people blame the president for making bad decisions.


The collapsed economy and an authoritarian government have led many people to call for Mugabe’s departure. The president has faced many challenges to his rule in 2003, and the Movement for Democratic Change is working to usher in a new government. It remains to be seen if Mugabe will be able to hold on to his reins of power.

Education

The Zimbabwean education system is among one of the better systems in the African region. The well-planned system contributes to a high literacy rate among the Zimbabwe people.

In Zimbabwe, a student starts his compulsory education at the age of five until they are twelve. They start their student career in a primary school. They will stay there for seven years before taking the Grade 7 Certificates Examinations and moving on to lower secondary school. Lower secondary schools lasts for four years before a students move on to upper secondary schools. Students will need to take the Cambridge Higher School Certificate (known as “A” level) examinations in upper secondary schools before moving on to the next school level. Schools last from August through June.

Students who are qualified to move on to post-secondary educations (2-3 subjects with “C” or better) have the choice of five state universities, three university colleges and four private universities.
Information for this report obtained from CIA World Factbook, Encyclopaedia Britannica Almanac 2003, Microsoft Encarta Online (www.encarta.com), British Broadcasting Corporation, UNESCO, and TVRadioworld (tvradioworld.com)
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