3rd Committee – Social, Cultural and Humanitarian
Rossiyskaya Federatsiya, Russian Federation, Fédération de Russie

The issues before the Social, Cultural and Humanitarian Committee are:

1. Human Rights and the Environment
2. Children of Conflict and the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
1. Human Rights and the Environment
The Russian Federation holds that there is need of a stronger moral element in the human rights debate.  Furthering this, persons or groups of people are only able to acknowledge their rights when their situation makes it possible for them to enjoy these rights.  The environment is required by all peoples regardless of place but there are many different environments in which people live.  The Russian Federation regards a recognition of the different ecosystems within different regions of the globe as the proper manner to engage in debate regarding the connection between human rights and the environment.
Many of the people in our world do not adequately control the environment in which they inhabit for them to be able to sustain and/or develop their livelihoods.  This lack of adequate control can be a manifestation of many things from lack of research, to changing environments, to human social structures that allow some to exploit the environment to the detriment of others.  The Russian Federation holds that many of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) address some of these concerns; for example, primary education.  

The Russian Federation believes that the most successful form of development will follow a socially oriented market economy.  To this end, we do not support destructive and oppressive environmental schemes aimed extraction or utilization of resources to the detriment of those who require such resources for the maintenance and development of their livelihoods and culture.  

The Russian Federation supports dialogue with all concerned groups in regards to the utilization of the environment.  We will use our extensive experience with our own ongoing and long standing intercivilizational dialogue to help foster support to other nations that have concerns with the use of the environment.  Furthering this, the Russian Federation embraces ideas and resolutions to the affect of maintaining peoples’ cultural, ascriptional, and material perpetuation.

2. Children of Conflict and the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
The Russian Federation holds the primary issue relating to the use of children of conflict is the development of incentives to exploit children in either their coercion or voluntarily enrolment in armed forces.  To this end the Russian Federation would like to seek development schemes that address the perpetuation and growth of these incentives.
The Russian Federation holds that apart from being forcibly recruited, children may also voluntarily offer their services.  Faced with economic, social, cultural or political pressures, children feel obliged to join the militias/militaries. It is misleading to consider this voluntary.  The Russian Federation will work with any and all nations that are focused on changing the incentives children have to join militias/militaries.  
The Russian Federation believes that the achievement of many of the Millennium Development Goals will assist in cutting the incentives to both exploit children and for children to join militias/militaries.  The achievement of the MDGs give more options to people who exploit children for military ends and will give more options to the children who “voluntarily” join such military organizations.  The MDGs such as MDG 1 &2 will serve to cut the incentives children have to join military organizations and will serve to help achieve MDG 6.  The achievement of MDG 8 will serve to give less incentive to people who exploit children for military ends.
