1st International Cultural Youth Summit

“Young People Creating a Global Culture” 

 14-18 January 2004

Manila, Philippines

"The diversity of cultures, their uniqueness and originality, is an essential basis for

 human progress and for  the development of world culture"

Project Description

Believing that the youth is the repository of strength, talent and idealism, who will play vital and strategic roles in the advancement and progress of a nation, the Youth Without Barriers Movement, in partnership with UNESCO Club Philippines – Culture Committee and Student and Youth Affairs Unit of the Office of the Presidential Adviser for Special Concerns, will be hosting the 1st International Cultural Youth Summit with theme Young People Creating a Global Culture on 14 – 18 January 2004, Manila, Philippines.  The said summit cum cultural immersion aims to launch a comprehensive campaign for youth empowerment and cultural understanding between and among nationalities.  

The summit cum cultural immersion shall be a gathering of the youth around the globe to discuss critical and timely issues in their country while forging friendships and bridging cultural understanding through their interaction. This event will also provide these young people of different backgrounds and orientations a common ground to exchange ideas and interact on specific issues affecting the global community thus creating a global culture to which they can substantially identify.  

The summit’s components are: (a) thesis presentations; (b) plenary discussions; (c) cultural presentations; and (d) cultural immersions in historic places in Manila.

The thesis presentations shall be carried out during the mornings followed by cultural tours in the afternoon.  The following topics shall be discussed: 

First Day: 
           Cultural identity, religion and traditions

Second Day: 
Tolerance, cultural diversity and the role of the youth in propagating cultural awareness

Third Day: 
Implications of information technology in the development of human culture

At the end of the Summit, a declaration shall be signed by all participating delegates and an International Secretariat (to be known as ICYS Secretariat) shall be formed.  Further, the participating countries will bid for the hosting the ICYS Summit in the year 2005.

Main Objectives of the Summit are as follows:

· Promote intercultural education as factor for youth empowerment

· Establish sustainable partnerships among  youth organizations around the globe 
· Highlight the imperative of cultural development and preservation in the evolving global order
· Increase youth participation in the preservation and protection of cultural and natural heritage
Expected Summit Outputs:

· Creation of a Global Culture to which the youth can substantially identify

· Signing of an ICYS Declaration 

· Presentation of Action Plan per country 

· Creation of the ICYS International Secretariat

· Declaration of the host for the 2005 ICYS 

Summit Participants:

· Youth Delegates age 18-34 from around the world and of diverse social, cultural, religious and ethnic backgrounds

Summit Destination: 
MANILA, Philippines

The capital of the Philippines - its heart and soul -- is Manila. It sets the rhythm of life in this archipelago and is a pulsating hub that blends the Oriental with the Occidental, the quaint with the modern; the mundane with the extraordinary.

Manila was born out of the ashes of a once flourishing Malay settlement by the banks of the Pasig River. In 1571, Miguel Lopez de Legazpi established the Ever Loyal City of Manila which, until 1898, was the seat of Spanish colonial rule in Asia. He built the city within walls and called it Intramuros.

An anchor tourist destination, Manila is the very core of the 7,000 and more islands that make up the Philippines. It is considered the center for performing arts in Asia.

Schedule of Activities:


15 December 2003
:: 
Deadline of Application
27 December

::
Deadline for Registration ($150)
14January 2004
::
Arrival of Delegates




::
Registration at the Hotel




::
Welcome Party

15 January

::
Scouring Metro Manila

AM


::
Thesis Presentation on Cultural Identity, Religion 

and Traditions

PM


::
Visiting the Old Walled City of Intramuros; 

Fort Santiago – the site of torture chambers and dungeons during the Spanish regime; San Agustin Church - one of the four Philippine Baroque Churches inscribed in the World Heritage List; and the five faithfully reconstructed colonial houses of Casa Manila, Casa Urdaneta, Casa Blanca, Los Hidalgos and El Hogar Filipino.          

::
Party at WOW! Philippines 

A concert featuring Philippine music and performing arts will be held.  Local delegates will be among the performers during the concert

16 January

:
Trip to Villa Escudero 

The Villa Escudero Plantation and Resort is a self-contained working plantation founded in 1872. In 1890 the plantation was acquired by Don Placido Escudero and his wife Dona Claudia Marasigan. It has since developed a worldwide reputation as a special, almost magical place, where visitors can experience all aspects of the Philippines - history, cuisine, dress and natural beauty all in one day.
AM


::
Thesis Presentation on Tolerance, Cultural Diversity and 

the Role of the Youth in propagating Cultural Awareness

PM


::
Diversity Party by the Bay 

Foreign Delegates will be among the performers during 

the Diversity Party.

17 January

::
Discovering beyond the walls of Manila

AM


::
Thesis Presentation on Implications of 

Information Technology in the development of Human Culture 

PM


::
Cultural tour to National Museum and The 

Museum of the Filipino 
::
Side Trip to Quiapo and Chinatown.

::
A Tour to the Philippines’ Seat of Power

Includes a guided tour at Malacañang Museum.

::
Signing of Summit Declaration, presentation of Action Plan, bidding for the 2005 ICYS and creation of ICYS International Secretariat

::
Farewell Party


18 January

::
Departure from Manila

Summit Fees: 


Pre-Registration Fee
:
150 USD


After December 27
:
200 USD

1st International Cultural Youth Summit

"Young People Creating a Global Culture"

14-18 January 2004, Manila Philippines

Application Form:

Surname: 

Given Names: 

Middle Name:

Address:

Mobile Number:

Landline Number:

Fax Number:

E-Mail Address:

Nationality:

Date of Birth:

Place of Birth:

Sex:

Religion:

Passport Number:

Date of Issue: 

Valid until:

Organization:

School:

Profession:

Employer:

Summit Requirements:

1. Please use this application form.

2. Write a two-page essay about the importance of cultural awareness as a factor for youth empowerment and email it along with your application form to either reauy_opasc@yahoo.com or icys2004@yahoo.com on or before 15 December 2003.

3. Should you be accepted to the Summit, please accomplish the Confirmation Form attached to your Acceptance Letter and email to the addresses indicated above.

4. For Foreign Delegates, please bring with you your National Costume for the Diversity Party.

5. Please deposit your registration fee of 150 USD thru bank transfers to China Banking Corporation, Sucat Branch, Philippines under Account Name - Youth without Barriers Inc. and Account Number - 1550545519 on or before December 27, 2003. Please fax your deposit slip to Telefax Number:  +632 8243150.

