A REPORT ON THE EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN STUDENTS AND TEACHERS – A PROGRAM ORGANISED BY CHILDREN RIGHTS AGENDA (CRA), IBADAN ON THE 27TH OF MAY 2003

Children Rights Agenda (CRA) organized on May 27, 2003 a (1) One day Seminar for over one hundred and thirty students in the community at Ibadan.

The students comprising of various classes, JSI, JSII, JSIII, SSI, and SSII.

The seminar was means to strengthen Teachers and students relationship.

The objectives of the seminar were to: 

(1) Identify the importance of Teachers, how Teachers can make or destroy students.

(2) Determine the Responsibility of Students to Teachers.

(3) Identify the Responsibility of Teachers to Students.

(4) Share experiences of Students encounter with Teachers

(5) Identify problems faced by Students to their Teachers.

In a short welcome address to the students by the coordinator of Children Rights Agenda, Francis Abayomi gave the importance of the seminar and enjoined them to participate effectively and contribute to the program.

The first stage of seminar began with a lecture from Mrs. Bunmi Banjoko of the Teen and ChildCare network gave the lecture titled: Effective Communication between Students and Teachers.  She gave examples and share experiences of Teachers and Students relationship.

She also emphasized on the need for Students to Respond and Listen to Teachers. She also gave and shows how a Teacher should look good in his /her mode of dressing that will not distract students in class.

She also discussed on how Teachers should identify sleeping and students in classroom and how students can identify the efforts of a good Teacher. She also cited her childhood days of Education, where she was able to understand her teachers and maintain Good relationship with them, which helped her to succeed in life.

The second stage, was where the students were grouped into different classes from JSI -JSII to discuss various questions that arouse from the lecture given by Mrs. Bunmi Banjoko some of the Questions that was assigned to the groups for discussions are

(1) How do students identify a good Teacher and his/her efforts

(2) Why are students afraid of their Teachers

(3) How do you tell your Teacher that he/she is not doing enough

(4) Students Responsibility to their Teachers

At the end of the session, the students were able to identify, discuss the question giving to them and their responsibility was that 

(1) For JSI Students:- They are afraid of Teachers because;

(a)
Teachers look too strict and frown always when they attend classes

(b)
Teachers insult and Rain Abuses on students when they raise questions to            them and some are so wicked that   they can not ask question at all.

(c)
Teachers bring cane to the classrooms which contribute to ineffective communication with their Teachers.

(2) The JSI students would like to communicate to their teachers through 

(a) Asking their parents to help tell the teachers 

(b) Meeting a close teacher to them 

(c) Telling the principal 

(d) Using an indirect speech

(3) Their own responsibilities to their Teachers include 

(a) To be obedient

(b) Attending school and classes regularly and not coming late

(c) By not making noise when their Teacher is teaching

(d)  By asking questions in classes

(e) To abstain from bad gangs

JS II Students dealt with their questions as follows

(1) They are afraid of the teachers because 

(a) Teachers do curse them 

(b) Teachers are strict and harsh 

(c) They seize personal belongings of students and force to buy Teachers textbooks and handouts.
(d) The Teacher scold them and punish unnecessarily 

(2) They identify good Teachers by

(a) By the way they explain topics to them in classroom

(b) Teachers mode of dressing

(c) Teachers encouragement, Behavior and Interaction.

(d) Teachers punctuality

(e) Teachers good Education standard 

(3) What they expect from a good Teacher

(a) Handwork 

(b) Good explanation and Better Notes

(c) Punishment for Misconduct.

(d) Discipline

(e) Punctuality 

(f) Continuous Assessment 

(g) Notice each student’s character.

For JS III

(1) Their Responsibility Include
(a) Listening attentively in class and Doing their Assignments at the right time.

(b) Attending classes regularly 

(c) Avoiding eating, sleeping or driving in classroom 

(d) Avoid Reading irrelevant books in the classroom

(e)  Asking questions in class.

(f) Avoid bad friends

(2) The second point they made was on 

(a) Reporting to a close teacher to correct their teacher

(b) Saying their mind in a polite way

(3) They are afraid of Teachers because 

(a) Some Teachers do scold them unnecessarily 

(b) Raining Abuses and curses on them in the classroom

(c) Being to harsh on them

(d) Ignoring dull or lazy students.

(e) Embarrassing some students in the classroom 

(f) Speaking of irrelevant topics in the class

(4) They also discussed on how Teachers do affect or distract students.

(a) Available always in the staff room but not in the classroom 

(b) Wearing attractive and expensive clothes to the classroom

(c) The use of Teachers cell phone in the classroom

The SS I Students discussed the following 

(1) What they see in their Teacher that not good
(a) Some Teachers swear on them 

(b) Too much of strictness and scolding of students they feel 

(c) Some Teachers are too arrogant to answer students questions

(d) Some Teachers wearing attractive clothes and receiving phone calls in classroom during lecture time.
(e) By harassing students in the class such as touching any part of her body

(2) They afraid of their Teachers because 

(a) Some students are afraid of their Teachers because they do beat them 

(b) Teachers do shout on them because they did not listen well to their explanation.

(3) Their Responsibility to their Teachers include

(a) Listening to their Teachers

(b) Doing their assignments gives to them 

(c) Attending classes and asking questions 

(d) Obeying and not making Jest of their Teachers

(e) Avoid making noise in classrooms

(f) Avoid cheating in the examination hall 

(g) Avoid sleeping in class

(h) Buying appropriate textbooks

(4) SS I Students could tell do their teachers are good in the class when 

(a) They attend classes regularly and teaching well 

(b) Giving and Marking the assignments

(c) Encouragement and not to be too harsh on them

(5) They can also tell teachers that are not doing enough for them by 

(a) Reporting to the principal 

(b) Telling a good teacher close to them 

(c) Writing a letter in the school box

(d) Reporting to their parents so that they can help and advise 

SSII Students discussed points such as 

(1) How did they communicate to the teacher that is not doing enough

(a) Through confrontation to the teacher in a polite manner 

(b) Through the principal of the school 

(c) And Through their teacher’s best friend.

(2) They identified good teacher by 

(a) Teachers good way of explaining topics to them 

(b) Teachers encouragement and advices to them

(c) Teachers sharing past experiences with them 

(d) Teachers haring good control over the class

(e) Teachers that do not abuse them 

(3) Their responsibility to their teachers

(a) Contributing to the class activities 

(b) Listening to the teachers explanation 

(c) Doing their class assignment 

(d) Asking questions in the class

(e) Avoid making noise and reading magazines in the class

(f) Coming early to school. 
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