YOUTH INVOLVMENT QUESTIONNAIRE
(The following interview was by Ben Gathonjia, the YARD youth group leader).
1. Tell us about yourself and what you do.

 NAME: BENARD GATHONJIA


 AGE: 26 YEARS OLD

 I’M currently studying CRIME PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT at       

   
KENYATTA UNIVERSITY. And I’m on my last semester.


  Back in our hood I’m the chairman of Youth Action For Resource Development   

   
(Y.A.R.D) A Community Based Organization
2. You are the leader of YARD, right?

Please tell us more about YARD youth group and the activities you mostly carry out.

        Y.A.R.D is an initiative by the youths in Dandora Phase One who realized the need of coming together for a common course; to create solidarity and a forum where the youth can participate actively with their resources, interests and talents. It strives to establish five clubs with the aim of giving the youth a chance of realizing their greatest potentials. 

The five clubs are;

1) Sports

2) Culture and Arts

3) Environment and conservation

4) Entrepreneurship

5) Welfare.

        OUR MISSION
        Promote youth participation in community development; cultivate unity and sense of responsibility among the youth and collect, create, organize, and avail existing opportunities to young people.

 OUR VISION
        YARD visualizes an organised, fair, and responsible civil society. Where youths realize and exploit their potential to the fullest and productively participating in economic, social, cultural and religious life, without discrimination. 

We therefore carry out various activities such as

· Environment management through clean-ups, tree planting and garbage collection.

· Empower youths with peer education which mainly entails sexual education. And knowledge on HIV/AIDS and related sexually transmitted infections.(Peer educators and T.O.Ts from YARD youth group offer lessons in our local primary and secondary schools in order to prepare school youths on tackling social challenges facing them).

· We have a drama and dancing team which act both as an entertainment and income generating activity for the group.

3. The peace tonourment was a wonderful piece of work. Who organized it and what were the main goals of the event?
Peace tournament was fully thought of and organized by YARD peace team. The   

    Idea was inspired by the need of paying respect to the victims of post election   

    Violence. And 27th December was picked as the day of the event since this is the    

    Date that the whole country is involved in voting process allover Kenya.

    It has been along journey to this event. 

 We came up with a football tournament dubbed PONYOKA NA MBUZI peace tournament as main event of the day since most youths in the hood relate more with football and music. It involved 2 tournaments both for men and ladies.

In the event of looking for event funders we met with Director of DUNIA MOJA HUMAN RIGHTS FILM FESTIVAL, Mr. APOTI, who were interested in being main partners in this endeavor and offered to provide the P.A system and to project human rights films/movies to the public later on in the evening and engaging the public in their views on importance of a peaceful environment.

The main goals of this event were:

1. To promote peace in the community through the inspiration talks from successful   

    People from slums who have made in life. 

2. To encourage the youths and women know their basic human rights.

3. To advocate for peace within our estate.

4. To commemorate the 1st anniversary of post election violence,

    On Reflection of Healing, through entertainment, sports, peace talks, films on human     

    Rights and panel debate specifically to deal with human rights issues.

5. Form networks and partnerships with government institutions and non governmental 

    Organizations and local C.B.O.s.

4. What challenges have you as a group face?
·     We lack our own tools for carrying clean up activities which we are forced to rely on well wishers such as the local residents and the local city council office. Hence limiting our plans of carrying out clean ups regularly.

· During garbage collection which we carry out every weekend we use hand-cart to transport the garbage bags to the major dumping site hence making us work more hours and use too much energy. We also lack protective clothing (overalls, gumboots and gloves) for carrying the garbage collection work.

· The hiking of the nylon paper bags tax by the government was a major blow to the garbage collection activity since the prices of the garbage bags were raised by double the normal price. Hence lowering the returns we used to make.

· Lack of a Youth Social Centre or Resource Centre within Dandora phase 1 has persistently been a major hindrance in growth of youth talents since there is no place to practise for activities such as drama, dance and indoor games. This has made members belonging to these groups to practise in different group member residential houses.

· Inadequate funds for running the youth group activities.

· The residents and social institutions such as churches are reluctant in supporting youth activities.

· Most of YARD members after high school are unable to pursue their education dreams due to high cost of higher learning institutions. We kindly request for education scholarship.

5. What are your future plans as a group? (With this new year in perspective……)
        -Y.A.R.D is planning to start pig farming as an income generating activity for the  

          Group.

· We are going to organize a major clean-up activity in April within our area in order to sensitize residents on importance of a clean environment and later on in the year organize a tree planting activity. We will keep you posted.

· We are also planning to visit Amani children home which is based within our area. 

6. Any last words to the Kenyan youths?
‘Let us embrace our flag and the dream of our freedom fighters, they fought for ownership of this country by Kenyans, they fought for independence, neutrality and togetherness. And let us shun exploitation by selfish politicians and few filthy rich men and women. 

Always remember we are owners of this land and the future of this country and the next generation depends on what we do today.’

CHEERS.

