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December 15, 2008

Dear

We are writing you on behalf of the Sierra Youth Coalition's Sustainable High Schools network, a youth-led initiative to envision, assess and improve high school sustainability.  We are motivated to take action because, as youth, we have the most to gain and lose when it comes to working for an environmentally and socially just future.

It has come to our attention that the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) is developing a Request for Proposal (RFP) for food services providers at the secondary level.  This represents an opportunity to chart a course for our cafeterias that reflects the sustainability imperative to create a future that is healthy and just for all humans and non-humans – near and far, now and in the future.    

We would like to work with the school board to seize this opportunity.  Students from five OCDSB high schools are already preparing to research and set criteria that could be incorporated into the RFP.  Specifically, we are looking at realistic targets for:

· Waste reduction;

· Organic, local and fair trade foods;

· Allowances for student-run cafés; and

· Publication of nutritional information.

By making our voices heard, we are taking responsibility for our daily lives and institutions and learning how to live on a planet with finite resources. We are living the OCDSB’s mission of “Educating for Success – Inspiring Learning and Building Citizenship.”  Still, communicating with the school board and changing the policies and practices of our cafeterias is not something we can achieve alone.  Sustainability is a collaborative process, and we hope you will support us by:

· Meeting with us to explain which aspects of the RFP are most flexible.  This will allow us to target our research to areas where there is the greatest chance of success.

· Inviting a student spokesperson to present at and/or participate in the principals’ meetings where the RFP is being discussed.  This will ensure that authentic youth perspectives are heard by the committee.

· Speaking up for student concerns for human and environmental health.  We are looking for allies in the process of making our schools more sustainable.

· Reporting back to students to explain why (or why not) sustainability criteria were included in the RFP.  This will help us learn from our experiences in civic engagement.

We look forward to working with you and the OCDSB to make our cafeterias models of sustainability.  Should you have any questions, concerns, or words of support, please contact the Ottawa Sustainable High Schools Coordinator, Natalie Gibb at 613.241.1615.

Take care,
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Natalie Gibb

Ottawa Sustainable High Schools Coordinator
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