NGO Committee on Youth, First Meeting 26 September 2003

WE’RE  BUILDING OUR WEBSITE:  check out http://projects.takingitglobal.org/ngoyouthcom, and add yourself as a committee member 
TO DO: READ GA 3rd Committee Documents in Preparation for next week, see General Assembly, 3rd Committee at un.org
NEXT MEETING:  Third Committee strategizing Sunday Oct. 5, 3-5, at GYAN, 211 E 43rd, 9th floor

MINUTES:

The large turnout is encouraging for our work this year. Over 15 NGOs were represented as well as four universities: Union Theological Seminary, Columbia, CUNY, and NYU.

Old Business:


Kevin Ahern, past chair, gave a brief history of the youth committee. It is
part of CONGO, an NGO accredited to ECOSOC.  Their website is ngocongo.org.  The youth committee here in New York is the only youth committee to survive the Cold War and is presently undergoing a period of growth and transition.  The committee was alerted to some of its possible projects: writing reports to the UN, hosting luncheons to meet with delegates, bringing speakers, positive statements about the UN.  

As a single voice, an NGO cannot easily make an impact; by coming together as a caucus, we will have much more influence and support. We try to involve NGOs that do
not have ECOSOC or DPI status at the UN, to greater expand the voice of
young people at the international level of politics. 
Last year, the committee worked on projects relating to the Commission on Sustainable
Development and an educational meeting on youth and peace-building. It also participated in the creation of  the Youth Advisory Council to CONGO, which trys to increase the presence of youth at the UN. See http://projects.takingitglobal.org/congoyac

Emily Freeburg reported on the summer youth meeting she attended: the World
Congress of Youth in Morocco. Emily mentioned some of the difficulties encountered during the meeting and told us that we are more like our parents than we think. One action resulting from the meeting in Morocco was a declaration that calls for .7% of development funds to be devoted to youth projects. A question was raised as to whether the youth committee could support the declaration. It can be viewed here in the documents: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/ngoyouthcom

Pathways for Peace reported on their International Day of Peace celebration.
They conducted workshops and participated in an interactive ceremony at the
UN with youth from around the world. With the theme, “Share the Spirit of
Peace,” the conference encouraged youth to be empowered and implement ideas
at home.

Kevin commented here that this committee can network international movements such as these and possibly counter the difficulty of not having visas. In Geneva, there is a campaign to support the mobility of students-we can support this movement. He reminded the committee that the majority of the world’s youth are in the South and representative participation is difficult. Safiyya Sarkin said that it is difficult enough for Arab adults to travel, citing experiences of her group-Al-Khoei Foundation, let alone
difficulties for youth. It was also mentioned that email access is nonexistent for most youth, a significant barrier for networking. 

It was asked if the committee itself is an NGO. Kevin replied that the committee is not an NGO, but it is affiliated with CONGO, which is an NGO. 


Another question was raised as to whether the committee is only composed of youth. The committee should be intergenerational, but youth should make most of the decisions.

Beenash Jafri fron GYAN reported on the upcoming arrival of the eight youth
delegates from six countries: The delegates will present to the Third Committee Oct. 6-8 when youth issues are discussed. GYAN is currently trying to ensure some continuity between the youth delegate position because of its high turnover rate. Countries need to continue to be aware of the presence of youth delegates at the UN. The delegates will be available at the GYAN office occasionally.

To better spread the word of youth activities, Beenash is starting a TIG/GYAN newsletter. Emily is finishing a youth how-to sheet for new youth to NGOs for UN activities. That will be sent out soon. A handbook on youth involvement at the UN was also suggested: www.unac.org/en/pocketbook/index.asp

Kevin is currently writing a letter to NGOs to encourage them to have more
youth involved.

Scott Paul from SustainUS announced that their newsletter ‘Symbiosis’ has
been released.  He will send it to everyone on the listserv.

New Business:


As we think of ideas for this year, we need to think of the activities on the UN calendar. Takingitglobal is involved with the World Summit on Information Society this December. The committee was reminded that the world youth report started in the Commission on Social Development.  Next meeting, various members will report on how we can be involved in other committees. Lisa Thiebaud of the Loretto Community will report on the Committee on the Status of Women.  SustainUS will report on the Committee on Sustainable Development.  Franciscans International will report on the
Committee on HIV/AIDS and the Committee on the Eradication of Poverty.  Safiyya has extensive knowledge of Africa and might be able to report on that committee.  Youth involvement in other committees is encouraged by other members, especially the newly forming Committee on Child Rights (meeting on Oct. 2 at 1:15pm). For more information, call CONGO 212-986-8557.

It might be possible to host a DPI/NGO briefing in the spring on Youth. We will continue to brainstorm ideas and panel speakers for that session.

Safiyya brought up the challenge of trying to get increased representation at the General Assembly. A question was raised as to how to obtain UN passes. Those interested must get them from an NGO affiliated with DPI or ECOSOC.  Entrance into the Third Committee does not require a special pass other than the UN grounds pass.

It was suggested that the Youth committee follow-up on the High-Level HIV/AIDS meeting. It was asked who decided on the NGO statement at the informal discussion on that day (22 September). It was the statement of a single NGO. There is now an NGO working group on HIV/AIDS.

It was stated that we need to increase awareness and interest in the UN among Manhattan youth. At the next meeting, we will brainstorm program ideas for the year. If we decide to make statements to various commissions, they need to be submitted 12 weeks ahead of time.

Leslie Wright, First Vice-President of CONGO (lwright@ngocongo.org), introduced the liaison from the committee to YAC: Clint Brewer. He can be reached at yac@ngocongo.org. He announced an organizing meeting for a youth justice conference (to be held in May) with the theme of youth justice. It was suggested that one representative from this committee attend the all-day prep meeting on Nov. 19. Leslie will send out some brief information on the Youth and Justice Conference.

A question was raised as to the definition of youth. There are disparities
in this definition, but loosely defined it is people aged 15-30.

To facilitate future meetings, subgroup meetings will discuss the following topics: UN reform, peace, HIV/AIDS, Development/Eradication of Poverty/Sustainable 
Development (possible to change).

ELECTIONS: At the last committee meetings, these were the nominations (with NGOs appointing representatives when applicable, as per bylaws).

Chairperson: Emily Freeburg, Lutheran World Federation
Vice Chair: Beenas Jafri, Global Youth Action Network
Treasurer: David Roth (to possibly be assisted by a youth)
Secretary: Jim Freeburg, Franciscans International
Members at large: Julia Walsh, Peaceways, Scott Paul or Mossimo --, SustainUS, Nickolai Parker, World Peace Prayers Society, Gabrielle, Carcia, World Youth Alliance
Chair advisory: Pax Romana (b/c of involvement as past chair)

Nominations were approved by consensus.

Next meeting: The meeting on subgroups and working groups will be announced after the board meets.  See you all at the Third Committee!

Respectfully Submitted, Jim Freeburg 




