
NGO Committee on Youth By-Laws

BYLAWS of the Non Governmental Organizations (NGO) Committee on Youth, a
Committee of the Conference of Non Governmental Organizations in
Consultative Relationship with the United Nations


ARTICLE I ? PURPOSE

The purpose of the NGO Committee on Youth at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York is:

1) Strengthen the position of youth and youth NGOs;
2) Provide a forum for the exchange of information and for substantive
discussion on issues and policies related to youth under UN consideration;
3) To facilitate cooperation among its members organizations in areas
related to youth issues at the United Nations;
4) Facilitate substantive dialogue and discussion between member
organizations and the Youth Focal Point of the UN Secretariat;
5) Promote the dissemination of information among NGOs and among the general
public on issues relating to youth. This includes United Nations documents
relating to youth.

ARTICLE II ? MEMBERSHIP

1) Regular Membership ? Members of non governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations (ECOSOC). Such members shall be eligible to vote. Members designated
by their organizations shall be eligible to hold office.
2) Associate Membership ? Members of non governmental organizations
associated with the United Nations Department of Public Information or
affiliated with a United Nations program or agency. Such members SHALL be
eligible to vote. Members designated by their organizations shall be
eligible to some office.
3) Supporting Members ? Members of other interested organizations and
individuals may be members. Such members shall not be eligible to vote or
hold office.
4) The organizations eligible to vote shall be entitled to only one vote for
each organization.

ARTICLE III ? OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

1) The responsibility of the Executive Committee shall be to determine the
means and methods of carrying on the work of the NGO Committee on Youth. The
members of the Committee shall be kept informed of the decisions and
activities of the Executive Committee.
2) The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairperson, no more than
two Vice-Chairpersons, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and two or more
Members-at-Large. The immediate Past Chairperson shall be an ex officio
member without a vote.

a) Members-at-Large shall be elected. However, other members may be
appointed to the Executive Committee at the discretion of the Chairperson in
consultation with the Executive Committee. Such members must be
representatives of organizations in consultative status with ECOSOC or in
association with the Department of Public Information.
b) Officers and Members-at-Large shall be elected for a term of two years.
No person shall be elected or appointed to the same office for more than two
consecutive terms.
c) Service for less than one year shall not be counted as a term.
d) The Chairperson shall be a representative of an organization in
consultative status with ECOSOC. All other members of the Executive
Committee shall be open to representatives of NGOs in consultative status
with ECOSOC and in association with the Department of Public Information.

3) In the event of the continuing absence of the Chairperson, one of the
Vice-Chairpersons, with the consent of a majority of the Executive
Committee, shall become the Chairperson.
4) In the event of the continuing absence of any of the other officers, the
Chairperson, upon consultation with the Executive Committee, shall appoint a
replacement.


ARTICLE IV - DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS


1) The Chairperson shall convene and preside over meetings, promote the
general effectiveness of the Committee, maintain communications with other
NGO committees, the Conference of NGOs, and with the UN system. The
Chairperson shall designate a representative to act of their behalf when
necessary.
2) The Vice-Chairpersons shall perform the duties of the Chairperson in case
of the Chairpersons absence and shall assist the Chairperson in the
discharge of their duties. Insofar as possible, the Vice-Chairpersons shall
be responsible for a special area of work.
3) The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings, record attendance
at meetings and, working with the Chair, maintain the membership lists of
the Committee.
4) The Treasurer shall receive and disburse funds and shall be responsible
for maintaining and reporting on the account-activity of the Committee.

ARTICLE V ? FINANCES

1) The Executive Committee is authorized to select the banks or deposits it
deems proper for the funs of the Committee. The Executive Committee shall
determine who shall be authorized from time to time on the Committee?s
behalf to sign checks or other orders for the payment of money and to enter
into contracts/
2) Payment of dues to the Treasurer, the amount to be determined by the
Executive Committee, shall entitle members to participate in the activities
of the Committee and to receive the minutes of its general meeting and other
materials.
3) The fiscal year shall be from July 1 to June 30 of the next year.

ARTICLE VI ? SUB-COMMITTEES

1) The Executive Committee shall determine when a Sub-Committee, Task Force,
or Working Group is necessary to fulfill a current need to further the
purpose of the committee.
2) Members may petition the Executive Committee to form such a group. The
decision shall be made by the Chairperson in consultation with the Executive
Committee.
3) Convenors of such groups, who are appointed by the Chairperson in
consultation with the Executive Committee, shall be responsible to and
report to the Executive Committee and shall provide a written annual report
or summary of activities.

ARTICLE VII ? GENERAL PROCEDURES AND MEETINGS

1) The Executive Committee shall meet at least four times a year.
2) The full NGO Committee shall meet at least four times in each fiscal
year.
3) A quorum shall consist of representatives of at least one-third of the
regular member organizations.
4) Recommendations or statements of position to be submitted to ECOSOC or
any of its subsidiary bodies may not be made in the name of Committee.
Committee members may make their own statements or joint statements on their
own behalf but not in the name of the Committee.
5) Robert?s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall prevail for any procedure
not specified by these bylaws.

ARTICLE VIII ? ELECTIONS

1) A Nominating Committee of five persons shall be appointment by the
Chairperson, in consultation with the other officers, not less than six
weeks prior to the election at the last general meeting of the fiscal year.
The report of the Nominating Committee shall be circulated in writing to all
regular members of the Committee at least three weeks prior to the meeting
at which the election is to take place.
2) Nominations from the floor may be made at the general meeting preceding
the last general meeting.
3) The election of officers and members of the Executive Committee shall
take place at the last general meeting. Elected officers shall take office
on July 1.
4) Election of officers and election procedural matters shall be decided by
vote of the majority of those organizations voting.
5) A letter ballot may be taken in the event that a meeting of the Committee
is not possible or in the absence of a quorum.

ARTICLE IX ? AMENDMENTS

Proposed amendments to these Bylaws shall be submitted to the Chairperson in
time for consideration by the Executive Committee and for written
circulation to each members organization not less than twenty days prior to
the date of proposed adoption. An amendment shall be adopted only after
discussion and an affirmation vote of two-thirds of the voting members at a
general Committee meeting.
