Civil Society Working Group, 10am Tuesday July 2, 2002

A youth perspective on the Information Society

Draft of an Introduction by Nick Moraitis

Welcome everyone to this working group, which hopes to present a Youth Perspective on the Information Society. My name is Nick Moraitis, I am 19 years old, and I am from Australia. While I am a member of our government delegation, I am participating today first and foremost as a civil society representative.

My own perspective on youth and the Information society is simple. Young people are the leaders of the information society. So for this Summit to achieve results, it will need to harness their enthusiasm, energy, and expertise. This is not just about teaching young people about the UN, or about global decision-making. And it’s not just about a nice media opportunity. It’s not even about ensuring that everyone ‘gets their say’ so they don’t protest noisely outside, as in Seattle and last week in Calgary. No, here the rationale for youth invovlement is different – and compelling. 

Bill Gates and Paul Allen were 19 when they founded Microsoft. 

Marc Andressen was 20 when he began work on Mosaic, the Internet browser which popularised the World Wide Web. 

Today young people remain at the forefront of the information revolution, including in developing countries where they are slowly bridging the digital divide. Involving youth in this Summit process, listening to what they have to say – and hearing it too – is then really about incorporating the most innovative ideas, and mobilising the group that can help make them a reality.

In this session, we will hear more youth perspectives on the information society. Following this presentation, I will introduce our other pannelists and invite contributions from the room. I think it is fair to say our focus is hearing from young people. However, it would also be excellent to hear from our older colleagues       regarding their thoughts on youth issues pertaining to the Summit. 

Clearly, the World Summit on the Information Society is not the first international forum to discuss ICT concerns. And the W.S.I.S. is not the first time young people have been involved in such processes.  Many events have been held, run both by youth organisations and international institutions, programs of action have been created, demands have been set. Youth know what they want. Now it is time to synthesise the myriad of documents and strategies and take action.

Which is perhaps why this Summit is useful, providing us with a point of convergence, and a meeting place to further or own tangible projects. 

From previous involvement in a range of Summits, I think it is fair to say that the following are useful principles for youth involvement. The Summit must ensure it:

· Is relevant to young people: by providing young people with the opportunity to determine the framework for their involvement.

· Allows for involvement of all: by ensuring sufficient resources and support is provided to delegates from less developed nations, and those facing language, and other barriers. I must thank the Global Knowledge Partnership for supporting Youth Caucus activities at Prepcom 1. 

· Is Sustained: by ensuring resources and networks are in place to provide for continuity throughout the long WSIS process. 

· Is heard: by providing sufficient time to engage young people in the process when decisions are actually being made; by the involvement of young people on government, corporate and civil society delegations; and by training and coordination of effective lobbying. I would like to particularly highlight and thank my country, Australia, for including me in our delegation : I hope other countries follow this positive lead.

· Includes follow-up: by engaging (and providing resources to) young people as partners towards achieving the goals of the Summit; and the by the creation of mechanisms for the involvement of young people in monitoring Summit progress. To this end, the Youth Caucus has created a longer-term strategy called ‘Youth Creating Digital Opportunity’ which will help translate our words into deeds.

So in closing this introduction, let me just remind you that young people – whether they be students, business entrepreneurs, or young social entrepreneurs, are leading the evolution towards an information society. The information society is largely a society of the young. I hope this session can examine our concerns and begin to develop a strategy for constructive involvement.

Thank you.

