REPORT OF NIGERIA PREPCOM HOSTED BY NATIONAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (NITDA) HELD ON THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2003 AT GOLDEN GATE RESTAURANT, IKOYI LAGOS.

The meeting started with a word of prayer by Mrs Annie Davies of Development Network at 10.00am.  This was followed by the invitation of the following persons to the high table:

1. Prof. G.O. Ajayi- Director General, NITDA

2. Representative of the Head of Service: Engr. Mustapha Bukar   – DPRS, Office of the Head of Service

3.  Dr. C. C. Nwannenna, President, Nigeria Computer Society (NCS)

The chairman of the occasion, Prof. G.O. Ajayi, delivered a welcome address (see attached) and encouraged all participants to make meaningful contribution to the position to be adopted by the nation.

The over fifty participants (see attached) were then divided into five syndicate groups to deliberate on the draft Declaration of Principles and the 10 sub headings of the draft Action Plan.  The groups agreed that the draft Declaration of Principles and the draft Action Plan were well articulated and formulated. However, due to the peculiarities of the common situation in Africa, and a developing country like Nigeria in particular, some observations and comments were made. Recommendations were therefore made for the amendments of certain areas in the final documents to address areas that were not properly covered in the draft.

The following sub headings were deliberated upon:

i. Information and Communication Infrastructure
ii. Access to information and knowledge

iii. The role of governments, the business sector and civil society in the promotion of ICTs for development

iv. Capacity building

v. Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs

vi. Enabling environment

vii. ICT-Applications

viii. Cultural identity and linguistic diversity, local content and media development

ix. Ethical dimensions of the Information Society

x. International and regional co-operation

These topics were distributed among the groups as follows:

a) Group One: topics i and v 

b) Group Two: topics iii and vi

c) Group Three: topics ii and viii

d) Group Four: topics iv and vii

e) Group Five: ix and x

Group Four also studied other inputs submitted by the scientific community made up of ICTP, TWAS, ICSU, CERN, etc. Other submissions studied were that of CITAD, Kano; National Universities Commission; Office of heaH of Service; and Fantsuam Foundation.  

Each of the groups came up with a number of modifications. These modifications were put forward to the entire house for deliberation after a lunch break. The recommendations have been collated together to formulate Nigeria’s submission (see attached) to the intersessional meeting coming up in Paris, France from 15 to 18, July 2003.

The following recommendations were also made specifically for Nigeria:

1) Education and training for Policy/Law makers in Nigeria (top officials/executives).

2) Harmonization of existing local policies.

3) Policy making process should have broad based consultation incorporated.

4) In the area of Spectrum management, with particular reference to the ISM band, government should adopt international best practices in developing regulations that are favourable to its citizens (allow for enhanced access to the information society by its citizens)

5) Proceeds of ICT related ventures (taxes, licensing fees etc) should be ploughed back to develop the ICT sector. (Through the establishment of a standing fund)

6) Nigeria should identify and prioritize its ICT sector needs and begin to set goals towards its achievement.

7) Nigeria should operate a multi-stakeholder/all inclusive forum towards the review and implementation of the Nigerian IT Policy.

8) Nigeria should make concerted efforts towards speedily resolving the crises of locally hosting Nigeria’s top Level Domain name. The process should be transparent and all inclusive with proper broad-based consultation.

9) There is the need to integrate ICT education to our educational curricula.

10).Proper co-ordination of the WSIS process in Nigeria to form a united front in the global Information Society.

Stakeholders interested in attending the intessional meeting in Paris (15-18, July 2003) and PrepCom 3 in Geneva (15-26 September, 2003) as well as Tunis 2005 were advised to forward their names for adequate co-ordination and preparation for Nigeria delegates.

Engr. Bukar brought the meeting to a close with a closing prayer at 4pm.
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