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FINAL STATEMENT

1.0
Introduction 

The eNigeria 2003 event, an annual international conference on Information Technology organized by the National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA), holds between the 10th and 12th of March, 2003. The focus for this year’s event is to discuss current and future developments in the Information Technology as it relates to the public service at Federal, State and Local Government levels as well as enhancing eGovernment. 

This document presents the pre-event views of young people, from online discussions and a strategy session. Online discussions started on the 20th of February and will continue throughout the event to enable a 300-stong youth network achieve participation even without their physical presence at the event. The strategy session saw the coming together of about 44 young people who represent various regions of the country.

2.0
Preamble 

It is true that today’s efforts decide tomorrow’s outlook. We, as young people who believe in the necessity and active participation of Nigeria’s in the emerging global Information Society cannot afford to fold our arms and watch the nation’s Information Technology industry future drown. Beginning from the terrible omission in the 2003 budget, and to the unhealthy handling of major projects, we have seen signs that tell us that we must join forces to make it happen.

3.0
Participants of the eConference made the following recommendations: 

· Nigeria must pursue the application of Information Technology in all areas of national life, including (but not limited to) education, health, transportation, security, politics, commerce, administration, etc

· Government, at all levels, must create an enabling legal environment for Information Technology (IT) development. We believe that the National Policy on Information Technology deserves accelerated processes. We must go beyond seminars, strategic plans, conferences and communiques in IT development. Proactive action is the only identification tag among the global members of the Information Society!

· Nigeria’s cyber-security must be given utmost attention through the active collaboration of all stakeholders – government, civil society and private sector. The menace of cyber-crime must also be addressed through the appropriate means.

· [We appreciate Nigeria’s decision to adopt Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive and Transparent eGovernance but] ask that individuals or institutions do not stand in the way of justice and professional service delivery.

· [We are excited by the various initiatives (or activities) that presently exist in Nigeria and are targeted at helping Nigeria to bridge the digital divide.] We believe that high-end and transparent partnerships between the academia, private sector, civil society and government (at all levels) will help awake Nigeria’s latent potentials.

4.0 Conclusion

In all our efforts, we are motivated by the fact that we do not want our heads to drop in shame when our colleagues, younger ones or children ask, “What did you do when you had a chance to help Nigeria out of her giant’s sleep?” This explains our reason for active participation during the eNigeria 2003 event, and beyond. 

We know that the fact that Nigeria will be a major player in the Information Society is incontestable, but also acknowledge the fact that it will take extra commitment on the parts of all stakeholders to achieve the objectives. We therefore call on all stakeholders of the Nigerian IT industry to forget business as usual in order to attend to IT development and application as a national emergency.

Lagos. March 07, 2003.
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