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Chapter I 

SESSIONS 

Rule 1 

The following principles shall apply as regards the date and place for the sessions of the Asia-Pacific Model United Nations, here forth referred to as "the Commission": The location of the next session of the Commission shall be determined and announced at the discretion of the Secretariat. 

Rule 2 

The Executive Secretary shall, at least forty-two days before the commencement of a session, distribute a notice of the opening date of the session, together with copies of the provisional agenda and of the basic documents relating to each item appearing on the provisional agenda. Materials shall be distributed via the web or any other means determined by the Executive Secretary. 

Rule 3 

The Commission shall invite any Member of the United Nations not a member of the Commission to participate in a consultative capacity in its consideration of any matter of particular concern to that Member. 




Chapter II 

AGENDA 

Rule 4 

The provisional agenda for each session shall be drawn up by the Executive Secretary in consultation with designated entities. 

Rule 5 

The provisional agenda for any session may include: 

(a) Items arising from previous sessions of the Commission; 

(b) Items proposed by the Economic and Social Council; 

(c) Items proposed by any member or associate member of the Commission; 

(d) Items proposed by a specialized agency in accordance with the agreements of relationship concluded between the United Nations and such agencies; 

(e) Items proposed by non-governmental organizations in general consultative status, subject to the provisions of rule 6; 

(f) Any other items which the Chair or the Executive Secretary sees fit to include. 

Rule 6 

Non-governmental organizations in general consultative status may propose items on matters within their competence for the provisional agenda of the Commission, subject to the approval of the Executive Secretary. 

Rule 7 

The first item upon the provisional agenda for each session shall be the adoption of the agenda. 

Rule 8 
The Commission may amend the agenda at any time. 




Chapter III 

REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS 

Rule 9 

Each delegation shall be represented on the Commission by an accredited representative. 

Rule 10 

A representative may, when absent, be replaced by an alternate representative. 

Rule 11 

The credentials of each representative appointed to the Commission, together with a designation of alternative representatives, shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary without delay. 

Rule 12 

The Credentials Committee shall examine the credentials and report upon them to the Commission. 




Chapter IV 

OFFICERS 

Rule 13 

The Executive Secretary shall accept the appointments of a Chair, a Vice-Chair, and a Rapporteur for the Commission and each of its attached committees who shall hold office throughout the duration of the conference. The Chair shall indicate the manner in which the Chair wishes to be addressed. (President, Chairman, Chairwoman, Madam Chair, Chairperson, etc.) 

Rule 14 

Each Vice-Chair shall have particular duties and responsibilities assigned to them as follows: 

(a) At the Chair's request, the Vice-Chair shall assist the Chair in carrying out the Chair's responsibilities; 

(b) The Vice-Chair will serve as legal officer for the Commission or committee. The Chair and/or representatives may, at any time, ask the legal officer to provide the Commission, committee, or its members with interpretations and explanations of the rules of procedure. 

Rule 15 

Each Rapporteur shall have particular duties and responsibilities assigned to them as follows: 

(a) The Rapporteur will serve as substantive officer for the Commission or committees. The substantive officer will review all resolutions and amendments submitted to the Chair to ensure they adhere to the proper format, are germane to the agenda item being discussed, and are within the power of the UN or any of its subsidiary parts to ute; 

(b) The Rapporteur will also perform the duty to orally present the committee's work on a particular agenda item before the Commission at the Final Plenary Session. 

Rule 16 

The Chair, in exercising the responsibilities of the position, always remains under the authority of the Commission or committee. With the exception of rulings on the Right of Reply, a representative may appeal rulings made by the Chair. 

Rule 17 

The Chair, Vice-Chair, or Rapporteur shall have no vote in the Commission or its committees. 

Rule 18 

If the Chair is absent from a meeting, or any part thereof, the Vice-Chair shall preside. The Vice-Chair acting as Chair shall have the same powers and duties as the Chair. 




Chapter V 

SECRETARIAT 

Rule 19 

The Executive Secretary shall act in that capacity at all meetings of the Commission and of its committees, other subsidiary bodies and committees. The Executive Secretary will make the necessary arrangement to ensure Commission and committees can properly ute their respective tasks. The Executive Secretary may appoint another member of the staff to represent the Secretariat at any meeting. 

Rule 20 

The Executive Secretary or designated representative may at any meeting make either oral or written statements concerning any question under consideration. 

Rule 21 

The Executive Secretary shall direct the staff members of the Commission, its committees, and any other subsidiary bodies and committees. 

Rule 22 

The Executive Secretary, in carrying out the position's functions, shall act of behalf of the UN Secretary-General. 




Chapter VI 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Rule 23 

A simple majority of the member representatives of the Commission or committees shall constitute a quorum. A simple majority is when fifty plus one percent of the members in the Commission or committees are present. The Chair shall determine if a quorum is present. A quorum must be present for the Commission or committees to discuss, vote, or take any kind of action on any matter. Quorum will be taken at the beginning of each day or at the start of voting blocs. 

Rule 24 

The Chair shall facilitate the proceedings of the Commission or committee and be charged with the maintenance of order at during the meetings of said bodies. In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon the Chair elsewhere by these rules, the Chair's responsibilities shall include: 

(a) Declaring the opening and closing of each meeting; 

(b) Directing the discussion of the Commission or committee; 

(c) Ensuring the observance of all the rule of procedure; 

(d) According the right to speak, reply, put questions to the Commission, committee or a representative, and announce decisions; 

(e) Establishing the number of and time limits on speeches and comments given by representatives; 

(f) Ruling on points of order and dilatory motions. 

Such rulings are subject to appeal by a representative. 

Rule 25 

The order of business will be as follow: 

(a) The discussion of an agenda item will begin with a general debate on the particular item; 

(b) General debate on the agenda item will be followed by a substantive debate on the resolutions and amendments dealing with same item. Resolutions and amendments may not be discussed or referred to in speeches and comments prior to moving into substantive debates; 

(c) At the conclusion of substantive debate, the Commission or committee will move directly into voting bloc. 

Rule 26 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may raise a point of order if it is believed that the body is proceeding in a manner contrary to the rules of procedure. A point of order may only be called to indicate a violation of proper parliamentary procedure. A point of order may interrupt a speaker only if the speech is not following proper parliamentary procedure. In this case, the Chair shall immediately state the ruling. Any other motions may only be raised at the beginning or end of sessions, between speakers, or at any other time when the floor is open. 

Rule 27 

When the floor is open, a representative may submit a point of privilege to the Chair in writing. A point of privilege may only be called in the instance whenever a delegate experiences personal discomfort, which impairs his/her ability to participate in the proceedings. The Chair will then determine if the point is valid. Delegates should use this power with the utmost discretion. 

Rule 28 

A representative may appeal a ruling of the Chair. The appeal shall be put to a vote immediately. A two-third majority of the representatives affirming the appeal will override the Chair's ruling; otherwise the initial ruling will stand. 

Rule 29 

The Chair may propose the following procedural motions: 

(a) Limitations of the time to be allowed to speakers; 

(b) Limitations on the number of comments and inquiries following each speech; 

(c) The closure of the speakers' list; 

(d) The suspension or adjournment of the meeting; 

(e) The suspension or closure of the agenda item under discussion. 

* Note : Motions a, b, or c may only be proposed by the Chair. Motions a, b, or c are not debatable and shall be put to a vote immediately. 

Rule 30 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the adjournment of the debate. Any such motion shall have priority. In addition to the proposer of the motion, one other representative shall be allowed to speak in favor of, and up to two representatives against, the motion. The motion requires a two-thirds majority to pass. The adjournment motion is used to move from general debate to substantive debate and from substantive debate to voting bloc. 

Rule 31 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move for the suspension or adjournment of the meeting. The motion requires a simply majority to pass. All motions of suspension must include the time that the suspension will end. No official business will take place during the suspensions. A representative may suspend the meeting for the following purposes: 

(a) Caucusing : During a caucus all rules of procedure are suspended and shall not exceed one hour in length; 

(b) Moderated Caucus : A moderated caucus can only take place during substantive debate. During a moderated caucus, all rules of procedure are suspended. Sponsors of resolutions may take this time to address the Commission or committees on the specifics of their own resolutions and field questions from representatives. The Chair may moderate the discussion at the request of the representatives; 

(c) Concluding the business for the day or other significant reason determined by the Chair and/or representatives. 

*Note : The motion for suspension should be used to break for meals. The motion for adjourning the meeting should only be made when all the work of the Commission or committees for the session has been completed. 

Rule 32 

Arepresentative may at any time move the closure of the agenda item under discussion whether or not any other representative has signified his wish to speak. Not more than two representatives may be granted permission to speak against the closure. The motion requires a two-thirds majority to pass. 

Rule 33 

A representative may address the Commission or committees by placing themselves on the speaker's list. A representative can be placed on the speaker's list by asking or sending a note to the Chair. All speeches must be relevant to the agenda item under discussion. The Chair shall open the speaker's list at the start of each general and substantive debate session. 

Rule 34 

The Commission or committees may limit the time allowed to each speaker and number of comments or inquiries that can be made by representatives if different from the Chair's recommendations. 

Rule 35 

During the discussion of an agenda item, any representative may raise a point of inquiry to ask a question of another representative. All inquiries must be germane to the agenda item under discussion. The number of inquires allowed may be set by the Chair or the Commission or committees. The representative to whom the inquiry is made may wish to respond immediately, in writing, or not at all. Inquiries must be directed through the Chair to other representatives. 

Rule 36 

At anytime, a representative may make a request for clarification of procedure or a restatement of the question before the Commission or committees to the Chair. The Chair shall answer the question without delay. 

Rule 37 

Draft resolutions, and substantial amendments or motions, shall be introduced in writing and handed to the Rapporteur, serving as substantive officer, prior to substantive debate. The Rapporteur shall circulate copies to the representatives before they are discussed and voted upon. 

Rule 38 

Principal motions and resolutions shall be put to the vote in the order of their submission. Each principal motion and resolution shall need to receive sponsorship from at least ten member countries. If all sponsors of a motion, resolution, or amendment withdraw sponsorship, the motion, resolution, or amendment is considered dead. 

Rule 39 

When an amendment revises, adds to or deletes from a proposal, the amendment shall be put to the vote first, and, if it is adopted, the amended proposal shall then be put to the vote. 

Rule 40 

If two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the amendment furthest removed in substance from the original proposal shall be voted on first; then, if necessary, on the amendment next furthest removed; and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the vote. 

Rule 41 

The Commission or committees may, at the request of a representative, decide to put a resolution to the vote in parts. This request can only be made after all amendments concerning the resolution under present consideration have been voted on. The procedure to voting on the question of dividing the resolution is as follows: 

(a) Up to two speakers in favor of and up to two speakers against the division of a resolution are allowed to speak on the matter. A two-thirds majority is necessary to approve the division of a resolution; 

(b) If division is approved, representatives will be asked to submit their proposals for division to the Chair. Representatives may make requests to wishing to vote on operative clauses individually or as a group.; 

(c) After all proposals for division have been collected, the voting process will begin. Some proposals may be altered as a result of the approval of previous proposals; 

(d) The text resulting from the series of votes shall then be put to the vote as a whole. 




Chapter VII 

VOTING 

Rule 42 

Each member of the Commission shall have one vote. 

Rule 43 

Decisions of the Commission and committees shall be made by a majority of the members present and voting. 

Rule 44 

The Commission shall take no action in respect of any country without the agreement of the Government of that country. 

Rule 45 

The Commission and committees shall normally vote by a show of placards. If no objection is raised to a procedural motion and with the consent of the representatives, the Chair may obtain the approval of a procedural motion without conducting a formal vote. If any vote on a procedural or substantive matter results in an even split, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

Rule 46 

If any representative requests a roll-call, the roll-call shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the members. During a roll-call vote, a representative may respond with "yes", "no", "yes with explanation", "no with explanation", "abstention", or "pass". A representative may only pass once per vote. Explanations will be given after all votes have been recorded. Roll-call votes are only allowed on substantive matters. "Yes with explanation", "no with explanation", "abstention", and "pass" can only be used when voting on substantive matters. 

Rule 47 

All resolutions and amendments require a simple majority to pass. 

Rule 48 

After the voting has commenced, no representative shall interrupt voting except on a point of order in connection with the actual conduct of the voting. 




Chapter VIII 

PUBLICITY OF MEETINGS 

Rule 49 

The meetings of the Commission and its committees shall be held in public. 




Chapter IX 

CONSULTATIONS WITH SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

Rule 50
  * When an item proposed for the provisional agenda for a session contains a proposal for new activities to be undertaken by the United Nations relating to matters which are of direct concert to one or more specialized agencies, the Executive Secretary shall enter into consultation with the agency or agencies concerned and report to the Commission on the means of achieving coordinated use of the resources of the respective agencies; 

  * Where a proposal put forward in the course of a meeting for new activities to be undertaken by the United Nations relates to matters which are of direct concern to one of more specialized agencies, the Executive Secretary shall, after such consultation may be possible with the representatives at the meeting of the other agency or agencies concerned, draw the attention of the meeting to these implications of the proposal; 

  * Before deciding on the proposals referred to above, the Commission shall satisfy itself that the adequate consultations have taken place with the agencies concerned. 




Chapter X 

COMMITTEES, OTHER SUBSIDIARY BODIES AND COMMITTEES 

Rule 51 

Non-governmental organizations in general and special consultative status may designate authorized representatives to sit as observers at public meetings of the Commission. Organizations on the Roster may have representatives present at such meetings that are concerned with matters within their field of competence. 

Rule 52 
Written statements relevant to the work of the Commission of its subsidiary bodies may be submitted by organizations in general and special consultative status on subjects for which these organizations have a special competence. Such statements shall be circulated by the Executive Secretary to the members and associate members of the Commission except those statements which have become obsolete – e.g. those dealing with matters already disposed of, and those which have already been circulated in some other form to members and associate members of the Commission of its subsidiary bodies. 

Rule 53 

The following conditions shall be observed regarding the submission and circulation of such written statements: 

(a) It shall be submitted in sufficient time for appropriate consultation to take place between the Executive Secretary and the organization before circulation; 

(b) The organization shall give due consideration to any comments which the Executive Secretary may make in the course of such consultation before transmitting the statement in final form; 

(c) The Executive Secretary in consultation with the Chairman of the Commission itself may invite organizations of the Roster to submit written statements. The provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) shall apply to such statements. 

Rule 54 
(a) The Commission and its subsidiary bodies may consult with organizations in general or special consultative status either directly or through a committee or committees established for the purpose; 

(b) On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary and at the request of the Commission or one of its subsidiary bodies, organizations on the Roster may also be heard by the Commission or its subsidiary bodies. 

Rule 55 
The Commission may recommend that a non-governmental organization which has special competence in a particular field should undertake specific studies or investigations or prepare specific papers for the Commission. 




Chapter XI 
COMMITTEES, OTHER SUBSIDIARY BODIES AND SUBCOMMITTEES 
Rule 56 
The Commission may establish such committees and subcommittees as it deems necessary to assist it in carrying out its tasks. (i.e. Working Group on Draft Resolutions). 

Rule 57 
Committees or other subsidiary bodies, subcommittees and working parties shall use these rules of procedure unless otherwise decided by the Executive Secretary. 




Chapter XII 
REPORTS 
Rule 58 
The Commission shall take final action on all committee work after hearing the Rapporteur's report on the work completed by each committee at the Final Plenary Session. The floor will be open for comments on the report contents. The Commission shall then have the choice of taking the following actions: 

(a) Unanimously accept or reject all resolutions of from the committee found in the Rapporteur's report; 

(b) Vote on each resolution separately. 

Rule 59 
The Commission shall submit to the Executive Secretary a full report on its activities and plans, including those of any subsidiary body. 




NOTES FOR 2008 APMUN IN INCHEON
  * The Asia-Pacific Model United Nations (APMUN) Rules of Procedure have been emulated from the Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Commission for Asian and the Pacific (ESCAP). 

  * The sessions for the Plenary and three Committees, will take place simultaneously during the course of the Conference. 

  * The official duties of the two Committee Vice-Chairs within ESCAP have been delegated between the Committee Vice-Chair and Rapporteur of the APMUN. Subsequently, the Vice-Chair will take the role as the Legal Officer, while the Rapporteur will act as Substantive officer of the Plenary and each of the three Committees. 

  * The Rapporteur for the Plenary and each Committee shall be accepted by the Executive Secretary and shall hold office throughout the duration of the conference without a ballot. 

  * The Incheon Declaration shall be drafted by the Working Group on the Incheon Declaration, which shall be in session throughout the duration of the 2008 Conference. The Incheon Declaration shall be presented to the Commission at the Final Plenary by the Plenary Chairperson. 

