African Youth Initiative on Climate Change
Climate Change Adaptation by Vulnerable Communities in Developing Countries, The case of “Best Practices" - Sudan

The African continent is one of the regions of the world most vulnerable to climate change. Although the rate of greenhouse gas emissions in Africa remains negligible due to the low degree of industrialization (Africa produces less than 7% of global emissions and only 4% of Co2 emissions,) the continent is highly vulnerable to recurrent droughts, limited capacity for adaptation, and agricultural dependence on climate and over-exploited water resources.
Some impacts are already apparent, and there is broad scientific consensus that further climate impacts will occur. 
Even if the world makes significant reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, the log in the climate system means that we are faced with decades of climate change due to the emission already put into the atmosphere. Adaptation is therefore an essential part of the measures to minimize environmental vulnerability and support sustainable development..
Sudan is among the most vulnerable countries to climate change. Therefore adaptation is a priority in the National Implementation Strategy under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change  (UNFCCC). To achieve this, Sudan has carried out a process consisting of three steps.

The first step was devoted to building required adaptation capacities; the second step consisted of studies and research on vulnerability and impact of climate change, and the third one was about defining practical adaptation options for planning and policy makers. Certain environmental management strategies (Sustainable Livelihood Activities) in Sudan are quite effective in this regard.
This work has been based on the activities carried out by the project titled: Range Rehabilitation for Carbon Sequestration (Gireigikh, North Kordfan state).
The project aimed to increase the species diversity of plant and fauna as well as increasing soil cover, reducing soil erosion and improving socioeconomic conditions for livestock producers, particularly the poor. One of the outstanding outcomes of the project was building the capacity of the local communities to manage and preserve the ecosystem. The Sudanese Environment Conservation Society (SECS), a civil society organization of which I am a member,  has been contracted by the project to conduct an intensive environmental awareness campaign in the five localities that comprise the project area .this has resulted in the establishment of a branch for SECS in Ciregikh. The branch members have received intensive training to build their capacities, and they were able to solicit funds following the completion of the project in 2001. These funds were used to consolidate the work of the project in range rehabilitation & tree planting activities. Additional activities included changing building materials from wood to clay to reduce the dependence on trees as building materials. About 6,000 house units were built using this method and our work is receiving increasing community. Support.
About AYICC

The African Youth Initiative on climate Change (AYICC) is an African Youth alliance of various African organisations  concerned about climate change issues.AYICC was born after the COP11, MOP1 in Montreal Canada in 2005.

In 2006 a AYICC conference  was held concurrently and in conjunction with the International Conference of Youth (COY2). It provided a forum for African Youth to develop the foundations for AYICC.

The main goal of AYICC is to build capacity and strong partnerships among African Youth, so that they may understand the urgency of the situation and take action against the impacts of climate change for both present and future generation. This will be accomplished through participation in the negotiation and implementation of adequate strategies at all institutional levels. 

The nature of AYICC work in climate change adaptation centers

upon awareness programmes which are aimed to build the capacity of membership through skills development and knowledge building that contribute to effective participation.
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