INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

(Remember that often a person’s answers will suggest the appropriate follow-up questions)

QUESTIONS FOR GAMBLERS

How did you become interested in gambling?

Can you talk about how you gambled and the way you went about it? 

Can you talk about when you realized your gambling had gone too far?

Can you talk about what was going on with your family and friends – did they know?

Did you ever think of the effect your gambling was having on your family and friends?

Did anyone try and talk to you?

How did you manage to stop gambling?

How did gambling affect your life/school/finances, etc?

What did you learn from the experience?

Why do you think card counting is illegal?

Does your family know about your gambling?

If no, how do you think they would feel?

Is there any activitiy that gives you the same rush as gambling?

What was your biggest win/loss? Describe it.

How much luck/skill is involved with gambling/card counting?

How did you learn to count cards?

How long did it take you to learn it?

Have you heard of the new movie "21"? What do you think about it?

How do you feel about the illegality of card counting?
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS FOR INTERVIEW CANDIDATES

BEN TRAIN 

BIO: Twenty-three year old university student. Professional magician. Lectures about gambling, cheating and casino security issues. He’s cheated and been cheated. Won big. Lost big. Knows big winners and people who have gone bankrupt and had their lives ruined by gambling. He knows Atlantic City and Vegas people who he advises about cheating. Knows comedian and World Series of Poker champion and Toronto resident David Mary.

1. Tell us a bit about yourself and how you became involved with gambling and the gambling industry.

2. How long have you been involved with gambling?

3. What were your first experiences with gambling?

4. How did it continue from those first experiences?

5. When did you realize that this could be dangerous? 

6. What do you do now in terms of lecturing about gambling.

JD (Jeremy D’Souza)

BIO: Toronto university student. Was in a group of friends called “Straight Hustle” that counted cards and tried to beat the casinos.

Before the Casino Trip

1. How did you get involved with gambling? How long have you been gambling? In what ways?

2. Tell us about card counting and how it gives you an advantage over the casino.

3. How do you prepare for this? What kinds of things do you do?

4. How do you try and beat the casino when you are there? What’s the process?

After the Casino Trip

1. How did it go?

2. How do you feel about what happened?

3. Did you learn anything from this experience?

QUESTIONS FOR FRIENDS/FAMILY OF GAMBLERS

When did you notice something changing with _______?

What did you see or notice about them?

Did you take steps to try and talk to him/her?

QUESTIONS FOR INDUSTRY PEOPLE ABOUT GAMBLING

Can you talk a bit about the growth of youth gambling over the last few years?

How has this growth happened?

What kinds of problems are you seeing in regards to youth gambling?

What do you find exciting about gamlbing?

Is there still a significant card counting community? 

Tell us about card counting. Why do you do it?

