A Notebook’s Adventure:

A Journey Into Space

By Michael Cartier
with Jacqueline Cartier 

A wonderful tribute to the astronauts of the Columbia shuttle: Enjoy the excitement and danger of space exploration as seen through the eyes of an astronaut’s notebook.  Discover the challenge of astronaut training with NASA, while preparing for the adventure of a lifetime, aboard a shuttle space flight.  Learn about the risks of space travel, and the courage of those explorers who undertake the challenge.  It is written with enough technical substance to satisfy adult readers, while keeping the younger reader entertained with easy explanations and relevant humor.  ‘Notebook’ will keep you laughing so much, you’ll hardly notice you’re learning.   

Treatment

As millions of people watched in horror (February 1, 2003), the white streaked fireball soar across the skies … the hopes and dreams of the 7 Columbia astronauts, representing the diversity of America … perished: leaving us with a sad and empty feeling, and many questions.  What happened?  How could a shuttle blow up?  What were the astronauts doing?  I didn’t even know we had sent a shuttle up!  Don’t we already have a space station up there?  Why is the space program necessary?  What do they actually do up there?  How does that affect me?  Should the space program continue?

How do we explain these complicated questions to the average person, with no particular scientific background, in a way that they will understand?  How do we tell children about the excitement and danger of space travel, in a non-frightening way?    

(An astronaut’s) ‘Notebook’ is a friendly, comforting, and knowledgeable character, who will take its reader on an adventure of a lifetime.  With easy explanations and relevant humor, ‘Notebook’ journeys through the challenge of astronaut training, the excitement of lift-off, the responsibilities of working the ‘payload’, and the dangers of re-entry; with enough technical information to satisfy adults, while keeping the younger reader/viewer smiling.  

The story is careful to keep references broad enough to cover an international audience.  Through the use of colorful graphics, and actual NASA video, the storyteller (Notebook) will allow the viewer to experience, first-hand, the excitement, danger, and joy of space travel; from ground crew, to shuttle commander, with a unique and humorous perspective.     

As we go through the story, we feel the fear and apprehension that ‘Notebook’ and his astronaut are experiencing, yet with courage and dedication, we see ‘Notebook’ graduate from NASA and receive his first shuttle assignment.  We cheer with Notebook as he prepares for lift-off.  But, all is not well with the mission, and there may be a serious problem.  Upon re-entry he feels the cabin shaking, the heat rising, the spacecraft turning over … this is quite different from being in a simulator.  He reflects on the glory of space flight, and the words that inspired him to enter this noble profession.  Will living his dream, end in a nightmare? Will ‘Notebook’ and his 7 astronauts make it safely back to Earth?

At a time when world events have everyone feeling apprehensive and fearful, we learn something about courage and dedication from this little notebook, along with a brilliant spark of hope for the future.  This story serves as an inspirational tribute to the Columbia astronauts, and to all courageous explorers, who made the ultimate sacrifice for the betterment of humanity, and the promise of a brighter future.  We leave the story thankful.

Book Reviews

“... a wonderful mix of fiction and good hard science”  Robert Munsch, best-selling children’s author

“… they (Notebook’s Adventure and The Search for El Nino)have enough ‘story’ in them to motivate readers, and they are ‘good science’, i.e. accurate and quite complete”  Dr. George Stranahan, Founder Aspen Center for Physics

“… a fine grasp of science fact woven into an engaging and informative package.  I truly enjoyed reading them.”  Heidi Lumberg, Publications Director, Denver Museum of Nature and Science

“… excellent research and an impressive writing style.  Cartier’s insights and vision are exactly what this planet needs.”  Seth Marx, Dean of Students, Stratton Mountain School

“… the ability to inform while telling a story that keeps the reader interested to the very end.  I learned a few new things … and was delighted at how the information was ‘snuck’ in…his creativity is refreshing and inspirational”  Shannon Wells, Cherry Creek Schools

“Great Story!  ...learned several things about space and the space program … kids everywhere will enjoy the excitement, comedy, fun, and danger, as they come along on ‘Notebook’s’ space journey”  Scott VanOrdstrand, Rocky Mountain PBS 

“Reading this story made me realize how little I knew about the space program … you just want to keep on reading ... elegant …a great piece for readers of any age”  Seymour Fagan, Attorney

“reading this story, I thought of J.K.Rowling … a gifted writer … I loved science, now I plan on joining NASA”  Mahad Fahieh, 7th grader 
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