People to People International Support Network
Freedom Celebration and Family Picnic
Organized by Michael Cartier:

World Youth Organization (WYO)

Goals
· To create an international registry, with local chapters, that can mobilize an entire community during times of emergency to meet the needs of a community when the demand of aid outweighs the resources available
· To provide emergency relief services to victims of tragedies or families of deployed military
· To allow senior citizens an opportunity to coordinate and utilize their vast experience 

· To allow young people to become active within their communities, by offering to provide their neighbors with services like free babysitting, lawn care, or tutoring

· To establish a non-political support network, of businesses and organizations, that will allow them to coordinate and contribute directly to the communities they serve; and to aid in times of emergency, through the donation (or reduced fee) of services and products

· The infrastructure can be used to aid, in any community or national emergency situation 

· To raise money and aid the relief efforts of the United Way, Red Cross, USO, and other humanitarian agencies
· To encourage others across the world, to put together local and regional ‘People to People 
       Support Networks’ for emergency relief
Kick-off Celebration, adapted to the focus of the community’s particular crisis situation
      (This event is focused on support for US families with military deployed abroad)
· To have a support rally for our troops and celebration of freedom for everyone, particularly 
       for the Iraqi people

· To offer a fun day for children of deployed military and other affected by the war
· To boost the morale our soldiers overseas
· Regardless of anyone’s political position on the war, those fighting, are doing so, and are 
       willing to die for the freedom and democracy of others, and that sacrifice should be respected
· Freedom of speech is valued in our nation, and those opposing the war should continue to put 
       pressure on the government. This freedom to protest, helps monitor the actions of our 
       officials, however, we must be careful that we do not cross the line, by not honoring those 
       who are willing to pay the ultimate sacrifice, in order that others may also be able to enjoy 
       those same freedoms.

· A reminder that our own forefathers went to war, so that we would become a symbol of 
       liberty and freedom, and an inspiration to others. With great privilege comes great 
       responsibility.
· To honor the Vietnam Veterans who received little recognition and sacrificed so much both abroad and at home during a very difficult time in our nation’s history
· To honor police, firefighters, and others, who risk their lives, on a daily basis, for the safety of others

· Blood Drive, to increase the blood donation network

· To provide war letters for “The Legacy Project” for historic preservation and possible publication in the next War Letters book
· To provide the military with phone card donations through the Veterans of Foreign Wars ‘Operation Uplink’

· To provide support for the United Service Organizations (USO) 
· To create the ‘World’s Largest Freedom Greeting Card’, (on a large newspaper roll) signed by all participants, and perhaps moved from location to location, as networks are established.  Afterwards the ‘card’ can be displayed in various locations around the country, or in Washington DC
Event Objectives
· Kickoff Rally for the ‘People to People Support Network’ 
· Create a community bond during times of crisis
· Celebration for children of deployed military (include fun activities and games)
· Rally to support American soldiers in their efforts to expand the gifts of freedom and 
       democracy to the Iraqi people

· An opportunity for military families to unite and support one another 

· A chance for soldiers, veterans, and others, to express the reasons (in person or on tape) why 
       ‘freedom’ and this campaign, mean so much to them. Responses in the form of letters, will be 
       donated to “The Legacy Project” for preservation. (may be copies and must include a release 
       from the author)

· A chance for veterans (VFW) to speak and share their experiences 
· To give people an opportunity to help, in the best way they can, through the donation of time, 
       services, and products, to those in need
· Have a proclamation declared by the Mayor and/or the Governor
· To create a model that can be adapted to varying situations around the world 

How

· Set up a web site directory and perhaps a printed version of goods and services available
· Create a major media campaign
· Contact relief organizations and military bases 
· Secure sponsorship, contact people, organizations, and small businesses, for participation and 
       support

· Make this a nationwide support network, with local community chapters that can coordinate efforts for emergencies of a larger scale
Who

· Air Force, Navy, Marines, Army, National Guard, Coast Guard, and other military personnel 

· Reserves in all services

· Veterans

· Police and Firefighters

· Senior Citizens 

· Political and Community Leaders

· Schools, religious organizations and other community groups

· Youth groups: Junior ROTC, scout troops, Girls and Boys Club, etc

· United Way, Red Cross, and other relief agencies
· Blood Centers

· Photographer 
Michael Cartier
Email: WorldYouthOrg@aol.com
        Website: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/WYO
