Report on 1st National Bi- Annual Youth Conference -Liberia
Venue: Booker Washington Institute 

Date: October 26, 2007-October 28, 2007

Host: African Child Peace Initiative and Takingitglobal

Sponsor: Open Society in West Africa 

Theme: 

Day1: 

The Day started with most of the forty (40) delegates arriving in Kakata City at about 11:45 AM. Due to the delay in arrival by some of the invited guests who had to come from Monrovia and other parts of the country the Meeting Official Opening Program started at 1:15 PM with an Opening Prayer by Ms. Roseline Kollie of the Booker Washington Institute (BWI). 

The Vice Principal for Instruction then went on to give the Welcome Statement and apologized for the delay due to the lack of electricity on the campus. Shortly after the welcome statement the program was introduced by Ms. Suah Yekeh the HIV/AIDs Coordinator for the African Child Peace Initiative (ACPI).  She said that the conference is an initiative of Takingitglobal (TIG) in collaboration with the ACPI and it was funded by The Open Society in West Africa (OSIWA). 

She then went on to explain that during the upcoming days, there will be presentations by esteem personalities from various spectra of the society.  Participants will then enter into working sessions involving the use of Information Communications Technology Tools. 

During these sessions young people will be expected to deliberate and brainstorm on Challenges and barriers youths are faced with today. Each group will then be required to make a group report from which resolutions will be drawn. 

Finally she stated that the meeting hopes to the meeting hopes to strengthen the relationship between the various youth groups and enhance collaboration. 

After the introduction of the Conference, Mr. Thomas Barlue then went on to give an overview of the entire Creating Local Connections West Africa Project. Mr. Barlue gave a synopsis of the project since in fact a copy of the overview was circulated to each of the participants and guests present. He concluded by emphasizing that the over goal of the project is the promotion of cognitive application skills, the use of ICTs to enhance collaboration between grassroots youth organizations in order to face the many challenges and barriers youths are experiencing today  in Liberia, West Africa, and the rest of the world. 

Amongst guests making remarks at the opening program of the conference was the Secretary General of the Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY). Mr. Pindarous W.T. Allison thanked the organizers for such an initiative which is helping many youths in building up their capacity. He also said the project provides an opportunity for young people to learn more about ICTs and appreciate better. 

Making remarks also was Mr. Gabriel Ngusu of UNMIL Youth Desk, who mentioned about several ICT projects taking place in Burkina Faso, South Africa, etc. He expressed his delight that such an initiative is being undertaken in Liberia since according to him, the future of any nation and its people depends on information collection and dissemination which today is mainly through the internet and computers. He stated that information is power and youths should make every effort to acquire it and make use of it to its fullest.  He gave an example of how young people in his country (Kenya) are making millions of dollars by using the internet to buy and sell shares around the world from their homes.  Finally, he encouraged youths to get involved and appealed to the Government of Liberia to build ICT centers around the country. 

After remarks the Opening Program ended with closing prayer and singing of the National Anthem of Liberia. Invited Guests then departed after a brief photo session and the participants went for lunch at 2:00 PM. Shortly after lunch participants were taken to their various hotels. Participants were advised to take off the rest of the day to unpack rest and do a bit of site seeing. 

During the evening time the Country Coordinator for the CLCWA project, Alvin N. Poure was invited at the local radio station for participation in a youth program during which time  the conference and other components of the project  was  highlighted. 

Day 2 October 27, 2007

Day 2 of the conference started with a devotion led by Lewis C. Browne of the YMCA, Kakata which was followed by breakfast at. 

The session of the day resumed at about 9:15 AM with the recap of Day One activities by Augustine S. M. Tamba of Youth in Action for the Promotion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This was followed by the first presentation by Mr. Pindarous W. T. Allison (Secretary General of FLY and Country Coordinator of YES). Mr. Allison presented on the topic “Youth involvement as Entrepreneurs in Liberia Postwar Development”. He started by defining entrepreneurship as: The act of being resourceful, creative and innovative; the ability to change problems into opportunities and scarcity to surplus. He then went on to discuss the various types of entrepreneurs and divided them into two main groups:

· Social Entrepreneurs he said are those who observe social factors or challenges which might seem impossible to others but are yet able to convince and influence others to have a positive approach and solution to these factors and challenges. Examples are social programs which involve community’s engagement. 

· Business Entrepreneurs are those who are observant about scarce products and try to provide those basic commodities needed by a community, region, country and the world. 

Linking entrepreneurship and ICTs, Mr. Allison encouraged participants to make use of the many opportunities around the world by using the internet and many other ICT tools. He went on to give examples of many young people who became wealthy by making use of these opportunities. He gave an example of a friend who is a millionaire in Nigeria by trading in Frogs on the internet. In closing he encouraged youths to get involved in activities that will make them self-employed. 

Then came the period for questions and answers which was partly handled by Pindarous and Thomas (ICT Coordinator of African Child Peace Initiative). 

There was a period of interlude during which the participants shared jokes, experiences and  a Peace Drama. 

Session 2

The second session for the second day was handled by Mr. Aloysius Taylor of UNMIL Civil Affairs Sector 1. Mr. Taylor spoke on “Youth and Peacebuilding in Liberia”. At the beginning of his presentation which was highly interactive he made it clear that he didn’t bring solutions as UNMIL mandate is not to provide solutions but to help facilitate platforms for Peacebuilding.  

Speaking as an experienced presenter, he asked the participants to define peace in their vernacular. Most of the members of the various tribes present defined peace as “Silence and Quietude” or “Cool Heart” 

Mr. Taylor then went on to the benefits of peace and how we can prevent the relapse of conflict. Finally, he said to promote peace it to create positive image of ourselves, tolerate one another and stop tribalism. He also stated that as youth leaders we should be accountable to our constituencies since we expect our national leaders to be accountable to us. Mr. Taylor then departed by encouraging participants to make as part of their responsibilities the development of an Action Plan for promoting peace. 

Participants then went for Lunch.

Upon Resumption after lunch, a “World Café “ was convened during which participants were able to identify the following challenges: 
· Unemployment 
· HIV/AIDs 
· Teen age Pregnancy 
· Lack of quality education 
The participants were then broken up into four working groups with each group brainstorming on one of the above topics. After 15 minutes the general body was resumed and each group presented their topic after which questions were asked by participants to group members. 
Day 3

The third day begun with the first session being led by Alvin Poure, he presented on the topic “ICT a Tool for Youth Inspiration, Information, and Involvement”  He begun by asking participants the meaning of ICT and he asked participants to name some ICT tools.  He then inquired from participants to list some of the challenges and barriers that ICT development is face with in Liberia today. The following were listed: 

· Limited or lack of  ICT infrastructure ( 
· Lack of electricity 

· Terrible road conditions 

· Accessibility of  computers to young people
· Availability of  qualified and willing  ICT personnel to provide training 
After this, participants were asked how they as youths can be inspired to take action on the challenges and issues discussed during the pass two days. Participants responded by citing role models and peers as who are involved in a particular activity. They also stated that other sources of inspiration could be documentaries on radio, television, etc. 
The presenter than explained that after being inspired there is a need to get informed on our particular issue of inspiration. He went on to explain that we can get informed by expanding our knowledge. Participants were asked by what means we can expand our knowledge? And they responded by suggesting the following sources of information: 
· Newspaper

· Magazines 

· Radio Books 

· Computers  Internet 

· Online training 

· Etc 

Finally, participants were introduced to the many ways young people could get involved in various activities in their communities, country, the sub-region, the continent and the rest of the world. Participants were shown how they can benefit by getting involved in 

· online meetings 

· and training

· Chat,

· Emails, 
· World Wide Campaigns 

· Awareness 

After this, participants were introduced to TIG website and the presenter, Alvin N. Poure closed the session by reemphasizing the many benefits we as young people stand to gain by getting inspired, informed, and involved. Some benefits discussed were: 

· Education opportunities  

· Jobs opportunities

· Financial Opportunities 

After this session , final group pictures were taken  and it was time for departure. 

