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Subject:  2006 Children’s Awards: Call for Nominations

Dear colleagues,

UNICEF is providing support for the awarding of this year’s Alexander Bodini Charitable Foundation awards, which will honour a child-led organization that has successfully and meaningfully contributed to creating a world fit for children.  
The 2007 award will comprise two grants of US$20,000 each to outstanding child-led organizations.  The awards will be presented at an event to be held at the Racquet Club in New York City on 1 February 2008 in the presence of the Minister for Foreign and Political Affairs and Economic Planning (with functions of Prime Minister) of the Republic of San Marino.  Brief audio/visual presentations during the event will highlight the work and achievements of this year’s award recipient organizations, accompanied by messages from the children who lead the organizations themselves. 
The event will also feature an update from the organization that won the award in 2006 – ‘My Neighbours and Me’,  an adolescent-run group which provides a safe meeting place and an organized programme of dance, music, drama and sport for disadvantaged and vulnerable children living in a poor area of Belize City.
We are aware that this is a busy time for offices and your support in carrying this forward will be very much appreciated.  The two UNICEF offices where a winning organization is selected from will also each receive US$10,000 from the Alexander Bodini Charitable Foundation towards its work, especially to promote children’s participation.  Below are the details of the award, including the purposes, the nomination criteria and deadline. 

Purpose of Award:

1. To recognize the positive contribution and dedication of children to promoting child rights and as agents of change. 
2. In providing these awards to the selected child-led organization, the Alexander Bodini Charitable Foundation seeks to promote them as role models for other children and young people around the world.

3. The support for this award is another expression of UNICEF's commitment to recognizing the positive contribution of children and young people to meaningful and effective participation.

Nomination criteria:

· An organization led by children (below 18 years of age)
· A child-led organization dedicated to outstanding work for the rights of the child in a local or national context
· A child-led organization that can show proven results from at least one year of activities

· A child-led organization with a long-term vision and plan for action 

· A child-led organization that has partnered with UNICEF

Proposed timeline for 2007 Awards:
15 October 
UNICEF NYHQ communication sent to Regional Offices and ADAP focal points inviting colleagues to offer nominations

30 November

Deadline for submission of nominations

3 December 
Nominations transmitted to the Alexander Bodini Foundation for it to make selection of award recipients

14 December
Final selection by Alexander Bodini Foundation and announcement of recipients
Suggested process of selection:

1. UNICEF NYHQ to send out a communication to Regional Offices calling for nominations. 

2. Nomination of organizations should include background information including a fact-sheet on the organization’s activities in humanitarian efforts and contact information. 
3. Nominations of organizations should include background information, a fact-sheet on the organization’s activities to promote one or more areas of child rights that fit the criteria for the award, recommendation letters from the family, school, NGO, etc., and a short letter from the nominated organization on how they plan to use the awarded funds. 
Award presentation:
The winner will be announced on 1 February 2008 and will be requested to prepare a short introduction (possibly incorporating video or photographs) to be presented during the awards ceremony.
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