Inputs on the GAID conference

Hey,

Here are my 2 cents in regards to my participation at GAID’s conference. Sorry I am late for this, a pile of urgencies feel on me once I got back to Mali. I am tired of writing and reading long text at this moment and think you will all appreciate random thoughts in bullet points.

General:

· That was my only 5 days out of the African continent in 18 months, it was great, intentionally froze my butt off and bought 100.00usd worth of cheese and pharmacy stuff. :o) So good!

· Physically meeting with hundreds of other young people from around the world was really the most positive thing about this conference. After working 7/7 in my room for 9 months, it felt really good.

· I met people through which I am sure something concrete will come out of. I think meeting them physically did it as I now fully realize that online networking doesn’t have quite the same value and impact.

· It was sooooo good to spend some time with a TIG team! I am NOT alone! :o)

UNFPA panel:

· As I wasn’t sure why I was asked to join the UNFPA panel, out of the many people who are specialized in exactly just that: Health education for youth through ICTs, I decided to give a more general and concrete point of view for the use of ICTs in developing nations as my one experience is just that. 

· I think they appreciated this perspective, especially as, referring to the CLCWA project, it is very actual, real and….grassroot?

UNICEF/TIG panel:

· Again, I think my participation was welcomed as some kind of concrete testimony, ‘in the field’ experience. 

· The CLCWA effort which I represented is, to some limit, using online social networks in places where connectivity the ICT tools is the hardest, especially for youth. So, I think it was pertinent to hear, very quickly, about the way it is used, barriers and some solutions.

· Really wished I could have had more time and maybe flexibility on what to bring forward (maybe in a different panel though) as I think this initiative is new and encountering very real, pressing issues.

· I think a lot of people, especially in the field of youth and ICTs think that online social networks are not presently being used by youth from developing nations and so, this was probably constructive in showing them otherwise.

Conferencing:

This was the first conference I have attended ever, here are a few generalized thoughts:

· Still trying to figure out why a conference aimed directly at efforts in developing nations was hosted by one of the richest country in the world. It only, again and always, deepens the very well know concept that the North is where things happen and the South is where decisions are implemented.

· Being far, expensive and hard to get into for African (amongst others), most of the people that should have been there weren’t. And certainly, some people that were there were just well plugged-in at high levels and got sponsored while the real hearted youth that are fighting in the field are sitting at home.

· Two of CLCWA’s advisors, Titi and Henry, long-time proactive youth workers with 100 times more experience (although young), got their visas refused.

· Although it was great to amongst a TIG team, meeting young active people from all over, objectively, I am not sure it was worth the resources used (environmental, financial, etc)

· A 3 day conference like this, especially where it was, could probably finance 2 more years of CLCWA implementation in 5 countries. I am trying really hard to find what I came out of this with and it just does not come close to justifying the resources.

If I can make a recommendation, it came to my mind that for this type of international conference, it would make a lot more sense in many ways to somehow split it up regionally as a teleconference. Taking the GAID conference as an example, we could have had a meeting point on each continent where people working on youth and ICTs in the same reality can meet physically (because I think there are benefits to it) but then, do it simultaneously all over the world through online tools. We are all working using ICTs and so why not use our skills and knowledge to do exactly what ICTs main advantages are: bringing the world together while cutting down on expensive travels and damaging environmental impact. I can travel pretty far in Africa for a small percentage of the resources that were used to get me to attend the conference in Geneva. As it would be simultaneous, we could all have similar activities after which we could go online (video-conference) and share with the rest of the world. Also, there are so many people in such conferences as GAID that you usually don’t happen to meet the right people that truly could benefit you. If it was done in small groups (lets say 25), regionally, we could really all get to know each other and our initiatives. Partnerships and collaboration could be easier to develop. An international conference done regionally could allow more of the right people, remote or poor, to attend. So bottom line, it would waist less resources, have less of an environmental impact, result in more real and concrete collaborations and would, above all, allow the right people to attend, no matter their social/financial situation.

Yeah, its pretty straight forward and probably too critical as I usually am but hope you can pull out a few constructive notions and ideas from it.

