Sierra Leone

Western Africa, bordering the North Atlantic Ocean, between Guinea and Liberia
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Background
In 1991, civil war between the Government and the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) broke out. It has resulted in tens of thousands of people being killed, and has made more than 2 million people refugees. However, the conflict may soon be resolved. With the support of the UN peacekeeping forces and help from the World Bank and other nations, the disarmament of the RUF and other combatants is now in progress. Many War crimes tribunals are also being conducted and carried out. The leader of the RUF has also been caught, and is undergoing one of the tribunals. We would like for you to research, discuss, and come up with ways for this conflict to be ended permanently, for the nations economy and government structure to be rebuilt, and for the people to live in a state of immediate and long lasting peace.
Economy

Sierra Leone is a poor nation with widespread financial inequality. It does have many mineral, agricultural, and fishery resources. However, the economic and social structure is not well developed, and the civil war is preventing economic development. Most of the population works in subsistence agriculture. However, the major source of income will come from the mining of the diamonds. 

Major Industries

Mining (diamonds), Small-scale manufacturing (beverages, textiles, cigarettes, footwear), petroleum refining, Agriculture.     
International Relations

The civil war has endangered refugee movements into bordering nations. In addition, the recent upsurge of fighting in Liberia has endangered relief efforts. Hunger shortages in Sierra Leonean refugee camps are also occurring, due to the massive amount of refugees coming in from Liberia.
