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What is the North American Youth Development and Peace Network?

· A loose coalition of youth organizations from across North America working together on providing a voice for youth in issues regarding development and peace.

· A Network of committed organizations focusing on developmental issues at home and abroad.

· A means of promoting interaction among youth organizations, the World Bank, the Global Youth Development and Peace Network Steering Committee and other partners to encourage participation of youth in projects, policy design and youth advocacy.

The objectives of the Network, as borrowed from the global Steering Committee, are:

· Improve mutual knowledge and understanding through information sharing between youth organizations and the World Bank

· Empower youth organizations through cross-regional communication, dialogue at all levels and training.

· Facilitate joint collaboration on specific issues and projects

Mission

To create a network for youth organizations in North America to share information and ideas to work together for development and peace in addition to functioning as a clearing house for wisdom and mutual sharing of best practices.  As youth, we are not simply the leaders of tomorrow, but rather at the leaders of today.  In this mentality, the network will also function as a means to collaborate on projects, policy design, advocacy, and empowerment of youth on issues surrounding development.  

Vision

It is the vision of the North American Youth Development and Peace Network that through working together we can one day live in a world where poverty has been eradicated, health care and primary education are readily accessible, and war ceases to exist.  It is our vision that one day we will live in peace, and conflict will only be a historical term rather than reality.  To achieve this vision, the Network’s primary focus will be in three areas:

· Advocacy

· Education

· Sharing of Best Practices

Structure

The North American YDP Network will exist as a loosely defined coalition with the following exceptions:

· Steering Committee

The Steering Committee will exist as a means of overseeing procedural necessity and will function as a focal point for the network.  The role of the steering committee will be to oversee the working groups, and disseminate the information from the working groups to the member organizations.  The steering committee shall consist of: a representative from each member organization, a representative from each working group.  From this, a chair and a secretary shall be nominated for procedural purposes.

· Working Groups

Working groups will be flexible coalitions of organizations working on a specific issue.  These groups will prepare documents and will work cohesively to promote tangible action items among the member organizations on their particular area.  Sample working groups may include:

· Education

· Health

· HIV/AIDS

· Access to Water

Working group reports would not be binding to, or reflective of, the views of all members of the YDP North American Network; but rather would be inclusive of the members of that group.

The Steering Committee and Working Groups will work together to facilitate the development and focus of the North American Network.  Communication among the working groups and steering committee are crucial and may be facilitated by: e-mail, blogs, TakingITGlobal, as well as potential for Conference Calling.

