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Introduction

In preparation for the UN World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD, or “Rio + 10”) held from 26 August through 4 September 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa, each UN member state was requested to submit a “National Assessment Report,” analyzing their last decade in sustainable development. This report looks to the National Assessment Reports of Kenya, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Canada, to assess what national sustainable development goals and issues were presented by each federal government. 

A Little Bit More About Those National Assessment Reports

The National Assessment  Reports for WSSD were to consider national sustainable development achievements, constraints and challenges in the decade since Rio.
  These were to be presented at the second Preparatory Committee (PrepCom II), held under the auspices of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (UN CSD).
The following analysis of national sustainable development goals is based primarily on the priorities identified in these official reports submitted by the governments of the four aforementioned countries. The information is supplemented with other reports, articles, and civil society input.
Kenya

In the Kenyan National Assessment Report, entitled Kenyan National Assessment Report for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10),
 chapter six identifies eight “National Priorities for Sustainable Development.”  The introduction to Section 6.0 of the Report reports that:

Ten years after Rio, Kenya like other developing countries in Africa still faces a number of critical challenges that will need to be met before the realization of a sustainable future. Poverty, agriculture and food, infrastructure, health, energy, water and sanitation, trade and market and regional integration among others, are all familiar areas of constraint. 

Development is a complex and difficult process. It is, therefore, necessary to prioritize national issues according to their urgency, impact and implementability. In this respect, there is an obvious need for greater commitment to national self-reliance coupled with a clear vision and strategic plan for Kenya in order to achieve sustainable development.
The eight national priorities for sustainable development are as follows:

· Poverty Eradication 

· Agriculture and Food Security 

· Investment in Infrastructure 

· Promotion of Human Health 

· Water and Sanitation 

· Energy 

· Market Access 

· Regional Integration and Cooperation 

Many of these goals overlap with the Millennium Development Goals, which the government reports to have made “central to its National Development Plan.”

Malaysia

There is not information available on-line pertaining directly to Malaysian national sustainable development priorities. Malaysia’s National Assessment Report to the WSSD, entitled Profile on Sustainable Development: Malaysia,
 informs us that: 

Since independence in 1957, Malaysia has embarked on a progressive path to improve the social and economic standing of the country and its citizenry. Steady development and high rates of economic growth combined to significantly reduce poverty and unemployment levels, as well as address other socio-economic imbalances. The force behind these early achievements were laid out under the nation's comprehensive Outline Perspective Plans, which included detailed Five-Year Malaysia Plans and strategic policy initiatives that sought to eradicate poverty, restructure society, sustain growth and maintain national unity. (Para 1)
Throughout the 1970s, 80s, and 90s, the Malaysia Plans emphasized the following with respect to sustainable development:

· Guiding principles to maintain a healthy environment;

· Need to preserve natural heritage and take into account the impact of population growth and industrialization;
· Environmental protection (1986-1990 Plan);
· Actions to minimise the impact of human activities related to deforestation, urbanisation and tourism; 
· Incorporating environmental planning in development projects.
(UNDP Malaysia. “Malaysia and the Millennium Development Goals.” www.undp.orgmy/events/docs/MDGmalaysia.asp )

Today, Malaysian development is guided largely by a national programme – Vision 2020. This programme outlines the establishment of Malaysia as a developed country by 2020.

Copies of the latest Malaysia Plan and Vision 2020 was requested from the government, but had not been received upon presenting this report.

The Philippines

The federal government of the Philippines did not present a national report to WSSD. As the nation is part of  the G77 negotiating block, the country’s national sustainable development goals and issues are difficult to discern vis-à-vis the WSSD process. However, a civil society-produced document summarizes the Filipino positions on key (often contentious) issues of the Johannesburg Plan on Implementation (“Outcome Matrix” of a 24 September 2002 post-WSSD Rio + 10 Project (Philippines), courtesy of Robert Sagun). This civil society report emphasized that the government bottom-line was to “Ensure that all the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are adopted unchanged in the WSSD Plan of Implementation.” This concurs with a January 2003 UNDP article, which states that the government has adopted the MDGs as a national sustainable development strategy, and hopes to attain each of the eight goals by their target dates (UNDP Philippines. “RP Government is Hopeful Most MDGs Will Be Achieved in 2015,” in Philippines Newsletter, January 2003. www.undp.org.ph/frontliner/mdg.htm). This UNDP article highlights the following items regarding sustainable development goals:

1. “The Arroyo administration has specifically outlines its anti-poverty agenda under the Medium Term Philippine Development Plan as: macroeconomic stability with equitable growth based on free enterprise; agriculture and fisheries modernization with social equity; comprehensive human development and protecting the vulnerable; and good governance and the rule of law.”

2. “The government is committed to pursuing the development and adoption of innovative delivery and financing mechanisms for health care, education, social welfare, and housing services. It will continue to prioritize basic social services, like primary healthcare, nutrition, basic education, water and sanitation facilities.”

All of these assertions are clearly linked to the MDGs.

In addition, informal talks with Filipino negotiators at WSSD suggest that the government supports the following sustainable development objectives nationally and internationally:
· Affirming the Precautionary Principle as originally defined at UNCED;

· Affirming the Principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities as originally defined at UNCED;

· Targets and action plans on sustainable fisheries;

· Phasing out all forms of export subsidies and reducing trade-distorting domestic support for agricultural products as a means of sustainable development.

The Philippine Development Plan has been requested from the government, but was not received at the time of writing this report.

Canada

The Canadian Assessment Report to the WSSD did not overtly present national sustainable development goals.
 While these goal could perhaps be “read into” to massive document (released eight months late and only days before the Summit began) by looking at which topics the government chose to acknowledge, the national sustainable development goals were stated in other forums around the WSSD. As follows:

In preparation for the Summit, it was the Canadian Earth Summit 2002 Secretariat and core federal ministries presented Canada’s Sustainable Development Objectives. These were:

·  To sustain our natural resources (sustainable jobs, communities and industries)

·  To protect the health of Canadians and ecosystems

·  To meet our international objectives

·  To promote equity

·  To improve our quality of life and well-being
To promote these objective at the WSSD, five themes were proposed as the focus of the Canadian delegation at the Summit: 

· Health and the environment
· International governance
· Stewardship
· Innovation and Partnership
· sustainable communities
However, in national consultations, it was found that these themes did not “resonate” well with Canadians (Johannesburg and Beyond: Discussions With Canadians http://www.wssd.gc. ca/canada_at_wssd/Johannesburg_and_Beyond_e.pdf ). Rather, 

Roundtable discussions across Canada produced an extraordinary consistency in identifying Canadian and international priorities for Johannesburg and the coming decade. Five key issues emerged as the highest priorities:
· poverty;

· consumption patterns in developed countries;
· clean water;
· renewable energies;
· education/traditional knowledge.
 Participants were convinced that Canada can restore its leadership role on sustainable development issues, but felt steps were needed first at home, along with a demonstration of real progress on some of the commitments made at the Rio Summit in 1992. (Discussions…, p.5)
Now, post-WSSD, the Canadian federal government is in process of reviewing sustainable development goals, having re-committed to developing a national sustainable development strategy in Johannesburg. In a post-WSSD meeting between civil society and government, it was acknowledged that while each federal department has an independent sustainable development strategy, the sum of these strategies does not equal a national strategy. 

As such, perhaps a most immediate and overarching sustainable development goal for Canada is to develop a comprehensive, truly national, sustainable development strategy.

� National Assessment Reports for the World Summit are available at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/prep_process/national_reports/kenya_natl_assess3008.pdf" ��http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/prep_process/national_reports/kenya_natl_assess3008.pdf�


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/prep_process/national_reports/kenya_natl_assess3008.pdf" ��http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/prep_process/national_reports/kenya_natl_assess3008.pdf� 





� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/prep_process/national_reports/kenya_natl_assess3008.pdf" ��http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/prep_process/national_reports/malaysia_natl_assess3008.pdf� 


� Report available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wssd.gc.ca/report" ��www.wssd.gc.ca/report� 
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